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Quaker Foreign Service Operations 

EUROPE Relief expenditures of AFSC (exclusive of over- 
head) average approximately $10,000 a month. This 

The AFSC and Friends are covers total or partial maintenance and other srrv- 
c o o ~ e r a t ~ n g  in relief operations in France. During ices to an average of 175 refugees, mostly stateless, 
the past months there has been an exchange of visi- of no creed, status or national origin. 
tations across the Atlantic to facilitate this program, 
a s  well a s  a sharing of personnel in certain areas of Switzerland. T h e  office in Geneva has been en- 

gaged in assisting refugees and in the purchase of The AFSC has with per- food and other supplies for shipment to France. sonnel and funds the work of English Friends in 
behalf of the victims of bombing, particularly chil- AFRICA 
dren and the aged. Algeria and Morocco. T h e  AFSC opened a bu- 

France. Wi th  the liberation of France, the reau in Casablanca to aid refugees a few months 
AFSC has the renewed opportunity of sending direct prior to the American invasion of North Africa in 
aid to the long-suffering French people. During the 1942. T h e  work has assisted the more prompt and 
period of German occupation relief work was car- orderly release of refugees held in internment camps 
ried on continuously by Secours Quaker, a French and their employment on public works. In addition 
corporation established by the AFSC when Ameri- to services for refugees the office in Algiers has co- 
can workers were forced to withdraw in 1942 and operated with local French organizations in the 
now under direction of French Friends. At the end establishment of day nurseries for children of work- 
of 1944 two AFSC representatives were in Paris, ing mothers. It has also served as a point of com- 
supplies of clothing had left the United States for munication with French Friends before other means 
France and a purchasing program for food, clothing were open. 
and workshop materials had been started in Phila- Egypt. Seven AFSC relief workers are at  El 
delphia. British Friends had also sent personnel and Shatt camp for Jugoslav refugees under the auspices 
supplies from their own limited stocks, and with this of UNRRA, doing welfare work, nursing and labors- 
outside aid French Friends were starting emergency tory work. This project is an important step in the 
services for the bon~bed-out in Normandy. The  correlation of private and governmental relief. T h e  
work for prisoners in Paris, as  well as  the child- AFSC Commissioner for the Mediterranean Area 
feeding Program and refugee-care services in South- has had his headquarters at  Cairo, providing liaison 
ern France was being intensified. Supplies pur- with UNRRA anc! representing American private 
chased in neutral countries abroad by the AFSC for relief organizations. 
this work have included approximately ninety tons ASIA 
of milk, cheese, children's foods and two tons of China. T h e  AFSC is providing personnel and "gar' Thirty-five tons of 'lothing have been sent supplies for the work of the Friends Ambulance Unit from America, and additional shipments are planned. on the Yunnan Front in China. This British organi- 

1t&. Since May, 1944, the AFSC has had two zation consists of British, American, Canadian, and 
representatives in Italy working under the auspices Chinese personnel; it is engaged in the transport of 
of the Inter-Governmental Committee on Refugees. seventy to ninety per cent of all civilian medical 
They are dealing primarily with unrepatriable refu- supplies in Free China for various relief agencies, 
gees, and their negotiations with officials have re- including the National Health Administration, the 
sulted in more adequate assistance for them. They International Relief Committee, the Chinese Red 
assist in emigration counselling and have also set up Cross, and the International Peace Hospitals. T h e  
an occupational project in a refugee camp in which FAU also operates several medical and surgical 
essential articles, such a s  beds, shoes, clothing and teams providing care for wounded and sick soldiers 
eating utensils are made from salvage materials. One and civilians, undertakinq public health work in 
AFSC appointee to the UNRRA Balkan Mission has malaria and bubonic plague arcas, rcsponsibility for 
been transferred from El Shatt, Egypt, to work with managing and rehabilitating the Huei Tien Hospital 
Jugoslav refugees in Italy. T w o  other AFSC- at  Kutsing, and cooperation with the Chinese Red 
UNRRA workers a re  also in Italy. Cross in the fight against typhus through establish- 

ment of delousing stations for use of soldiers and 
Portugal. The  office at  Lisbon provides services. civilians. The  FAU has also furnished personnel to 

information and contact with other European offices. relief organizations, such as the Chinese Industrial 
and has been engaged a s  well in purchases of food cooperatives. American financial support for the 
supplies for France. Individual services for refugees FAU in China is provided by United China Re- 
in transit and in "forced residence" continue for per- lief, 
sons known to other Committee offices or who cannot 
be aided by other groups. India. In cooperation with the Friends Ambu- 

lance Unit, supplies of milk, sulfa drugs, atabrine 
Spain. The  Madrid office, particularly concerned and multivitamins from America are being distrib- 

fcr  ~tateless  refugees, is maintained by  six American uted to victims of war-made famine in Bengal, 
r c l i ~ f  organizations who cooperate in providing the Cochin, Malabar, and Travancore. Aid also is 
c;crvices of a quasi-embassy for the stateless. given in occupational rehabilitation. 
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Foreign Service Policy of 

The American Friends Service Committee 
In an effort to clarify ends, means, a77d areas of service, a statement has been prepared 
representing the combined thinhing of members of the Foreign Service sluff and the 
Foreign Service Executive Cornrni!tee of  he AFSC. This sfaternen!, which was adopfed 
bj1 the latter grorrp at a mee~ing of January 15, 1945, is given in  part below: 

T h e  American Friends Service Committee is an 
agency through which members of the Society of  
Friends and like-minded persons carry into action 
their deepest religious convictions and insights. It is 
not primarily a social service organization. Friends 
humbly feel an  inner necessity to minister to the 
suffering of their fellows, convinced that there is in 
every human being something of the Divine. 

Through relief service we are able to express our 
sense of responsibility for and our sense of unity 
with our fellow human beings. W e  feel that we need 
to brinq food, clothinq, and shelter to those in dis- 
tress, b i t  far more i ipor tan t  than even such vital 
material assistance is the opportunity to share the 
burden of suffering of another, to help him recover 
his sense of self-respect and integrity, and to restore 
a faith in love and good-will through a practical 
demonstration of human sympathy and brotherhood. 

Convinced of the error of the way O F  violence. 
Friends seek to make creative love the basis of their 
relations with their fellows. As a matter of historical 
fact, the Committee has provided opportunities for 
such service for those who have felt unable to per- 
form military service and for others who have come 
to share the Committee's basic concern. W e  seek in 
our workers those who share this fundamental atti- 
tude and motivation; we  do not ask that they become 
members of the Society of Friends. 

T h e  Committee is obligated, as  trustee for the 
donors and the beneficiaries alike, to explain and 
interpret to all interested persons the human suffer- 
ing in which it shares. 

Selecting W o r k  

W e  should prefer that work which, by promoting 
understanding both a t  home and abroad, increases 
the store of good will which is capable of reaching 
across all types of human barriers. 

W e  should prefer those services through which 
we can work with individuals in a personal rela- 
tionship. 

W e  should prefer that work which restores to 
the spiritually dispossesscd a sense of personal dig- 
nity, and of sharing and being shared with. 

In general, w e  feel a special responsibility for the 
pioneering and experimental tasks which are unpop- 
ular, inconspicuous, or misunderstood. 

W e  should avoid work which helps to perpetuate 
the war system. 

Our  limited supplies and personnel should be used 
in a constructive manner so that they will yield 
material and spiritual results which may be expected 
to endure long after the period of temporary service. 
W e  should be more interested in curative measures 
than in palliatives. 

In conflict situations of great significance and 
complexity, we  should be prepared to begin our 
service in simple and small ways, hoping that out 
of sensitive sharing in the life of those involved 
may come an understanding of deeper ways in which 
the conflict may be reconciled. 

W e  should be continually alert to recognize and 
cooperate with all others-individuals or groups- 
who possess similar motivation or purpose. Where  
one or more other agencies are offering the same 
services as  the AFSC, we should participate in sys- 
tematic national, regional, and local clearance of 
plans, programs, and cases, taking the lead in estab- 
lishing such clearance if necessary. 

Wherever  practicable, relief assistance should be 
offered through self-help activities. 

W e  should constantly be on the alert for ways 
of remedying basic ills, and we should promote 
understanding--at home and abroad-of such ills. 

Aid should be given on the basis of need without 
distinction a s  to race. religion, politics, nationality, 
or class. 

Terminating W o r k  

W e  should withdraw from any field of activity 
and transfer our energies to other more needy fields 
whenever it becomes clear that properly qualified 
and responsible agencies will extend their services 
effectively to meet both the spiritual and material 
needs. 

THE F O R E I G N  SERVICE BULLETIN IS PUBLISHED M O N T H L Y  BY T H E  A M E R I C A N  FRIENDS SERVICE C O M M I T T E E .  
10 S O U T H  T W E L F T H  STREET, P H I L A D E L P H I A  7, PA., K ) R  C O N T R I B U T O R S  A N D  FRIENDS. A L L  M A T E R I A L  PRINTED 

H E R E I N  M A Y  BE REPUBLISHED. 
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An Embassy for the Stateless in Spain 
by PHILIP A. CONARD 

Philip A. Conard, AFSC Commissioner in Lisbon, retrtrned to the United States at the 
end of November for a vacation of several months. Bejore leavittg Lisbon, he spent one 
motzth zuhh the AFSC delegates in Madrid; atld as a resrrlf he has prepared a lengthy 
report of  their activities. The following is a brief .rummnry: 

The  AFSC delegates in Madrid operate an  office Three Types of Problems 
which represents, a s  well a s  the Friends, the Joint Distribution Committee, the Unitarian Service om- If a refugee is found to be stateless, then it must 
mittee. the War Refugee Services of the National be determined a s  to what agency should take respon- 
catholic welfare conference, the Hebrew Immi- sibility for supplying his needs. As the other agencies 
grant Aid Society and its European affiliate, the accept only certain classes of cases or  specific 
HICEM, and the ~~~~h~~~ service committee. ~h~ individuals, the AFSC is the one which gives the 

is sponsored by the ~~~~i~~~ ~~b~~~~ and delegates complete discretion in the use of funds. 
works in close cooperation with the Spanish Red T h e  second class of problems is that of relief for 
Cross which is charged by the Spanish government those who are  destitute. This may be full or partial 
with the interests of the stateless refugees* those support for those a t  liberty. If the refugee is interned. 
who have no diplomatic or consular representatives it means an  allowance for small expenses and a 
to  give them protection and assistance. weekly package of food or  hot meals sent in by a 

This office has won a prestige and recognition neighboring restaurant. One  of the staff members 
in dealing with questions related to the stateless makes regular visits into the prisons. 
almost like those of an embassy when treating its T h e  third problem, the most difficult, is emigration. 
citizens. It has never refused to accept responsibility During 1944, to October, individual depar- 
for a refugee Or One to be such, tures fmm Madrid were 97 persons, and in groups and thus it has come to be regarded to have the 468. Group evacuation for the same period from "right" to intervene on behalf of any and all such 
cases. It has merited unreserved praise from the Barcelona and vicinity reached 1200. Refugees went 

highest authorities with whom it has had dealings, to Canada, North Africa, and Palestine. T h e  racking 

both in the spanish government and in the embas- nervous strain connected with trying to arrange for 
sies, legations, and consulates of foreign countries. the evacuation of a group of refugees from 
This reputation is seen in many ways. can hardly be appreciated. 

A stateless refugee, in order to travel or to change 
his residence, must have a letter from David Blicken- Sense of Urgency 

staff asking for a "salvoconducto" for him. Again, Our  delegates cannot avoid the sense of everlast- 
a Pastor who had married two refugees who could ing urgency under which they work, and the pres- 
not secure sufficient documentation to Satisfy the sure for doing the least postponable tasks. As David 
local requirements, was satisfied when they brought ~ l i ~ k ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ f f  expressed it: " w h e n  a is weep- 
him a statement from their country's legation to the ing on one*s because her husband is to be 
effect that a religious marriage alone was legal and shot that night in prison, one forgets everything 
binding in their country. Later, the same pastor came else and dashes out to find some possible way of 
to David Blickenstaff to obtain a similar declaration saving the man's life.- course, an extreme 
for a couple who were stateless! case is not a daily occurrence, but every day does 

bring its grist of appalling human tragedies. 
Plight of the ReEugees 

For the same reason there is no "free" time, for 
About two years refugees were entering study, meditation, writing, reading, thinking or plan- 

spain clandestinely from France at  the rate of 100 ning+ Hours are late (supper is served at  10 or 10:30 to 150 a day. Those with recognized citizenship were in Madrid)  and the delegates work at night 
looked after by the representatives of their countries on to or o.clock. There is always the pressure and were evacuated. There was always a number of so much still to do, and no way to fix a goal in of stateless and the total reached 2000 a t  one time. the set of services to be rendered, no norm of 

When  these refugees reached Spain they were accomplishment. 
mostly destitute. The  authorities interned them in 
concentration camps, prisons, or forced residence One who must deal sympathetically day after day, 
(for many months now the women and children week after week, and month after month with scores 
have been given only forced residence or left free).  and hundreds of people who have barely escaped 
This process has made it difficult for the stateless with their lives and are still under heart-breaking 
to negotiate their migration arrangements. They pressures and fears, finds that one's fund of buoyant 
needed help in establishing their "identity," relief optimism, practical realism, and shareable reassur- 
for meeting their most basic needs, and assistance ance must be rooted in inexhaustible spiritual re- 
on emigration plans. sources. 
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Emergency  W a r  Re l i e f  i n  India  
by ERIC W. JOIINSON 

Eric Johnson has just returned to the United Sfufes from Indiu, where he was ac,ivel~ 
engaged in the relief operalions he desrribe~ here. He is now administering the zuorA of 
the AFSC jn India and China from the Philadelphia ofice. 

Because of the war, India lies almost prostrate. 
wracked by disease, half starving, unable to use 
effectively what little she has because of political 
tension and mismanagement. 

T o  say all this is not to criticize the Government 
of India, the British Empire, or the Indian National- 
ists. T h e  war  is more powerful than any of them, 
and while it continues they will be faced with prob- 
lems too vast to solve. 

Conditions Today 

If one were to go today into a typical village of 
Bengal provincedand ninety per cent of the people 
of India live in villages--one would probably find 
two people in every family of five suffering from 
malaria. A year ago the families were larger than 
they are now, since from one to three million Indians 
(depending on whether one accepts Government or 
unofficial estimates) died directly from starvation 
during the latter half of 1943 and 1944. 

One would probably observe that almost every 
child still bears the marks of famine and disease. 
Most noticeable would be the grossly distended 
bellies from malaria and kala-azar. Ribs show plain- 
ly on all children, but one would be surprised to see 
also that the majority still show unmistakable signs 
of acute under-nourishment: skeleton-like arms with- 
out visible muscle. spindly legs seeming to grow 
directly out of the trunk, with almost no buttocks. 
T h e  whole body shape of Indians in affected areas 
today is, according to our standards, abnormal and 
distorted. 

Again. in the villages, one would find that almost 
everyone had some sort of dysentery, and skin dis- 
eases would be common-often open sores and defi- 
ciency diseases. There might be a few cases of the 
deadly cholera (in several areas cholera epidemics 
exist now) a s  well a s  kala-azar, venereal disease, 
and serious anaemia. After spending a long time in 
Indian villages one needs to get away to see 
healthy people in order to remember what a normal 
child is. 

T h e  Vqar Is Responsible 

There are people in America who say that India 
has always had her disasters, floods and famines, 
and that the present distress is not unusual, that thc 

level of life, it has pressed this low standard to the 
danger point. 

HOW is the war responsible for this? 

First, the war is putting an overwhelming strain 
on India's transportation system. Almost all the high 
priorities on rail and road transport are taken by 
the armies for military traffic and supplies. As a 
result, food supplies cannot be moved on time to defi- 
cit areas. Local boat traffic is almost suspended, 
especially in East Bengal, where the network of 
waterways a t  the mouth of the Gangesda  vast area 
--means that normally life is practically amphibious. 
This  is a result of the government's "denial policy," 
in accordance with which boats were requisitioned 
from the people (on adequate payment) and de- 
stroyed for fear that the Japanese would use them 
to invade India in 1942 and 1943. Thus fishermen 
are not able to continue their livelihood. 

Second. the war means that India's ablest men are 
not available to deal with civilian problems; they 
are  in the army, engaged in war work, or detained 
a s  dangerous to the war effort. 

Third, the war  means that no effective steps can 
be taken to solve the political deadlock. Calm and 
efficient cooperation on famine relief is difficult. 
Indian Nationalists, blinded by their desire for free- 
dom, say the Government of India is hardened to 
the sufferings of the people. On the other hand, the 
Government hesitates to admit the extent of the 
disaster and is unable to rally the people behind 
what sincere efforts it does to make to improve 
things. While the war continues, the safety valve 
must be held shut and the tension grows. 

Fourth, there are thousands of Allied troops in 
India or supplied from India, who purchase very 
large supplies of the available meat, fish, fruit, and 
vegetables. Wages  have not kept pace with rising 
prices, and the Indian laborer making from eight 
to twenty cents a day must eat a very deficient diet. 

Fifth, the shipping to India for civilian needs has 
been drastically cut because of war needs in other 
theatres. Because of Japanese occupation of Burma. 
certain coastal areas of India have been unable to 
be supplied with the nornlal ten to eighty per cent 
of rice usua!ly imported. 

Indians arc ised to them. O n  the contrary, it is the 
war which is largely responsible for the present des- W h a t  AFSC Is Doing 

perate state in which much of India finds itself. In T o  say that India nceds America's help is not 
normal times, life in India is not easy. At best, most to say that A~~~~~~ can find solution: but 
people there never know what it is to halre enough can help, and we are  helping. 
to eat, and the population exists at the bare level of 
subsistence: but the war has greatly lowered this Early in 1944, the Arnericnn Fricnds S ~ ~ \ ' I C C  



Committee was asked by the President's W a r  Relief 
Control Board to organize a relief program in 
India, which was to be financed at  the rate of 
$100,000 per month by the National W a r  Fund. 
In May, 1944. this program began. Over one-half 
million dollars was allotted by the National W a r  
Fund: American labor, through the A. F. of L. and 
the C. I. O., has given $200,000: small amounts.have 
been contributed by individuals; and the Governor 
of Bengal turned over $121.000 to Quaker field 
representatives to be spent for supplies in the United 
States and distributed by the AFSC. Large sums of 
money are needed to continue the program, and a 
campaign for India relief funds is now being or- 
ganized. 

Milk 
150,000 children and expectant or nursing mothers 

attend milk canteens daily. Eight hundred tons of 
evaporated milk have been sent from America and 
are distributed by the Indian Red Cross under 
Quaker supervision through local voluntary com- 
mittees in the villages. 

Vitamins 
Over 30,000,000 multi-vitamin tablets have gone 

from the United States to India, and shipments con- 
tinue at  a rate of six million per month. T h e  distribu- 
tion is systematic and controlled. As a result, skin 
diseases are clearing up, night blindness disappears, 
resistance to disease increases, and vitality and in- 
terest in life are remarkably stimulated. 

Over 350,000,000 multi-vitamin tablets were sent 
to India by the American Red Cross and given to 
the Indian Red Cross which turned them over to the 
Quakers for distribution through their system. 
These were an especially desirable sugar-coated 
type of vitamin tablet and came at  a time when 
they were much needed. 

Drugs 
Over two million tablets of sulfa drugs, from 

America to India, have been spectacularly successful 
in curing disease. Small doses are effective with the 
Indians who are so underweight. No  cases have 
been reported of serious toxic reactions and Quaker 
workers have been constantly on the watch for mis- 
use of these powerful drugs. 

Medical Equipment 

Other medicines and medical supplies are being 
sent. 14,000,000 tablets of atabrine for malaria: 
dextrose and pablum for invalid diets; arsenical 
drugs for syphilis (which has greatly increased 
because of the war and the presence of troops as  
well a s  the lowering of resistance); emetine and 
carbasone for amoebic dysentery: hexylresorcinal 
for worms. Microscopes, syringes, hypodermic 
needles and thermometers a re  being shipped to 
supply emergency units and famine relief hospitals. 
N o  supplies are sent to an area unless a Quaker 
worker is available to inspect the agency using 
them. 

Rehabilitation 

Centers have been established where widows 
(who number in the hundreds of thousands and 
are social outcasts in India) and children can learn 
to make their living by handcrafts. Small sums are 
loaned to artisans to enable them to secure the 
tools of their trade to become self-supporting. Mil- 
lions sold everything they owned to buy food. 

Quaker workers are providing a link between the 
people and the rulers. They are breaking down 
political tension and encouraging cooperation, bring- 
ing opposing groups together on the common 
ground of humanitarian work. T h e  Viceroy supports 
their work. Ghandi has given it his blessing. T h e  
Quaker workers have been catalytic agents for 
relief operations and basic reconstruction schemes 
which are much larger than their own work. 

This activity is stimulating good .will toward 
America on the part of Indians, whose friendship 
for us during this war is being sorely tested. T h e  
message that the relief supplies carry is one of sym- 
pathy and understanding on the part of American 
people toward the Indian people. India looks to 
America for help, economically, politically, and 
spiritually. Her gratitude for what little we are 
doing is so great that it is humbling and embarrass- 
ing to American relief workers. 

Relief Is Only the Beginning 

Edward N.  Wright, one of the ten AFSC ap- 
pointees to the Balkan Mission of the UNRRA, 
writes from El Shatt, Egypt, where he is a welfare 
officer at  the headquarters of one of the camps for 
Jugoslav refugees: 

"Another more difficult lesson, which all relief 
workers have to learn, is that the provision of food, 
shelter, clothing and work is only the beginning of 
Foreign service. The  ministering to the souls of these 
sturdy and courageous people is a much more diffi- 
cult and precious undertaking. 

"It is indeed humbling to feel that thus far one 
has received more spiritual enrichment than one has 
been able to give. Too  often one feels powerless to 
help in the tragic situations which are to be found 
on all sides. Nor is it always the worst calamities 
which hurt the most. 

"Loss of family or home or health are common to 
almost all: but when Vasija, our own office inter- 
preter. loses her little gold cross in the sand or is 
shivering because she is too sensitive to ask for the 
clothes or blanket to which she is entitled, one feels 
the full force of the refugee's tragic situation." 



France in Need  
t ~ v  MARGARET FRAWLEY 

Margaret Fraruley, a member of [he AFSC Foreign Service Section ekecutive staff, is one 
of tzuo American zc?orkers nolo zuith Serordrs Qriaker i n  France. Additional personnel have 
heen appointed. Seronrs Qziaker relief delegations are operating at Afarseille, To?dlofue, 
Aiontar~ban, and Perpignan in the South, at Paris, and at Caen, and Le Hazlre in  Nor- 
mdndy. T h e  follozuing is taken from reportr Lased on Secnzirs Quaher estimates and 
first-hand irnpressjons of the z~jriter: 

T h e  life of the ordinary person in France these 
days is gray and exhausting. T h e  housewife strug- 
gles daily to find enough food for the family needs, 
to keep clean in cold water and with little or no 
soap. to prepare meals with electricity and gas avail- 
able only intermittently, and to provide adequately 
with the francs a t  her disposal amid rising prices. 

It is disquieting to live amid inflation, particu- 
larly since unemployment increases. T h e  black mar- 
ket flourishes and is likely to continue until there is 
more adequate restocking. Inflation, unemployment, 
black markets--these are the indices of an economy 
strained by war and occupation. As one of our 
friends has said, "France is wounded." 

Needs Among French Civilians 
Civilians are cold and hungry but the extent of 

suffering varies widely. In the South the primary 
need is food. In the North and East it is shelter and 
clothing. Lack of adequate transport throughout the 
country makes it extremely difficult to get supplies 
to the distress points. 

T h e  total number of French persons displaced is 
estimated here at seven million, of whom two mil- 
lion are outside France. T h e  five million displaced 
within France include those who have been bombed 
out and those forced to evacuate because their 
homes were in military zones or, like the people of 
Alsace and Lorraine, were expelled to make way 
for German settlers. 

T h e  two million Frenchmen outside the country 
are prisoners. voluntary workers and deportees. Ar- 
rangements for their return are of general concern 
and six months from now this may be the most 
important task facing international and French relief 
agencies. A committee in Perpignan, for instance, 
has been organized to help the approximate 6,000 
persons who will be  returning to that department. 
This committee estimates that approximately 1,500 
persons in the total group will be needing medical 
services. It is too early to know how accurate this 
figure. may be. 

Needs Among Foreigners Displaced in 
France 

T h e  number, location and situation of foreigners 
in France is a subject on which there are a good 
many opinions and very little actual data, probably 
because refugees are still coming through the batt!e 

lines to reception camps and the figure is a changing 
one. If one speaks of "old refugees." meaning the 
people who were here in 1940, the figures seem sur- 
prisingly low. There are said to be 80,000 to 100,000 
Spaniards left, most of them unemployed and desti- 
tute. T h e  number of Germans is presumed to be 
about 15,000 to 20,000. T h e  Central European figure 
is put a t  100,000. 

T h e  "new" refugees increase daily and so far 
a s  we  have been able to ascertain are being cared 
for by military authorities in reception camps. They  
include a very high proportion of Eastern Euro- 
peans. In the group also are some 30,000 Poles. 
mostly women and children. 

Some of the foreign groups are relatively well 
cared for, others are  in real distress. Those in recep- 
tion camps do not have freedom of movement but 
they may be better fed and housed than the thou- 
sands who are coming out of hiding and who are 
completely without resources. Being foreigners they 
are without work cards and since many Frenchmen 
are unemployed there seems little possibility that 
present restrictions will be relaxed. One  hears aqain 
the tragic stories of those who were persecuted by 
the German authorities as  Jews and who are now 
regarded a s  enemy aliens, being Former subjects of 
enemy countries. 

French and Foreign Jews 
T h e  Jewish population in France is in particular 

need. Less than 50 percent of the French and foreign 
Jews who were in France in 1939 are left in the 
country. Before the war  there were an estimated 
300,000 in France. There are now about 150,000. 
of whom 80,000 are French. It is believed that 
130,000 Jews were deported from France. 

One  family we visited were lodged in a small 
room in what had once been a third class hotel. They 
are a young couple with two sons, 10 and 12, and 
a little girl whom they have been caring for since 
her parents were deported in 1942. Last December 
they were evicted from their apartment by the 
occupying authorities. Since then they have lived 
a one-room existence. One  might assume that libera- 
tion would mean they could go back to their old 
home. Eviction took only a few minutes, restoration 
may not be made for weeks or years, for the case, 
like thousands of others, must be taken to court. 
T h e  number of families in France and in Europc 
similarly dispossessed are legion. 
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