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Quaker Foreign Service Program 
FROM THE FIELD 

England. Margaret Frawle , of the American Switrerlarnd. Marjorie McClelland, AFSC rep- 
Friends Service Committee's 8oreign Service staff. resentative in Switzerland, has been able to pur- 
has cabled that she has arrived safely in England. chase food supplies within Switzerland which, it is 
There she will confer with British Friends concern- hoped, have now been shipped to France for use by 
ing possibilities for service on the European conti- Secours Quaker in its relief program. The work of 
nent when the way shall open. Since 1940. English the Geneva office for the care of refugees continues. 
Friends have been engaged in services for civilian 
war victims. American Friends have helped to sup- Egypt. J. Barclay Jones, AFSC Commissioner 
port this program, which at  present includes Quaker to the Middle East and Balkans, formerly assistant 
hostels for families, young children and the aged. personnel manager of the Budd Manufacturing 

Company, writes from Cairo that five of our ten ap- 
France. Since May, the Committee has transferred pointees to the Balkan Mission of the United Na- 

$125,000 to Switzerland and $25,000 to Portugal for tions Relief and Rehabilitation Administration are in 
the purchase of food supplies for distribution by Egypt. They are performing the following services 
Secours Quaker under supervision of the Interna- at El Shatt, a large camp for Jugoslav refugees: 
tional Red Cross. Ten tons of clothing have already Sarah Howells, nursin Rebecca Taylor, laboratory 
been sent, and 50 tons are ready for shipment as work; Henry Russell, k i l l i am Edgerton, and Viola 
soon as transportation is available. Pfromrner, welfare. The five other appointees are 

en route to Cairo for UNRRA assignments in Egypt 
Italy. Howard Wriggins and David Hartley, the and North Africa, 

Committee representatives in Italy, are assisting 
refugees under the auspices of the Inter-Govern- North Africa. Willis Weatherford, who was Sec- 
mental Committee for Refugees. They write of the retary of Young People's Work,  omm mission on 
need of the people for clothing. tools and materials, World Peace of the Methodist Church, is represent- 
which they are trying to provide. ing the AFSC in Casablanca, having replaced 

Henry Scattergood, who returned to the United 
Portugal. Russell Richie, who did Quaker relief States this summer. Willis Weatherford and Louise 

work in France until it was occupied by the Ger- Kimberland arrived in North Africa this summer. 
mans, at  which time he was interned and later repat- Mrs. Kimberland is working with her husband, Ken- 
riated, is now in Lisbon, working with Philip Con- dall Kimberland, in the Algiers office. In North 
ard. The office in Portugal is principally an adminis- Africa, the Quaker delegates are providing welfare 

services for foreigners who have been released from trative base, providing services, information and internment camps. The Committee is cooperating 
contact with other European ~ffices. It also offers the local French organizations in the establish- 
individual services for refugees in transit and in ment of day nurseries for &Idren of working 
"forced residence" who have been known to other mothers in Algiers. 
Committee offices or who cannot be aided by other 
groups. China. In three first-aid stations and mobile dis- 

~ensar ies  on the Yunnan front. Friends Ambulance 
Spain. The Madrid office, particularly concerned 

for stateless refugees, is maintained by the American 
Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, the HICEM, 
the Unitarian Service Committee, the National Cath- 
olic Welfare Conference, the Brethren Service 
Committee and the American Friends Service Com- 
mittee. David and Janine Blickenstaff and Lawrence 
Parrish have written of their recent trip to the 
North of Spain, in which they carried on the work 
of arrangements for releases of refugees from pris- 
ons and camps, financial assistance in "forced resi- 
dence," migration counselling, medical care, help in 
communicating with friends and relatives abroad. 
serving of hot meals in certain prisons and sending 
of food packages to internees. 

un i t  physicians and medical workers are caring for 
the sick and wounded. FAU trucks, loaded wtih 
medical supplies, roll over the tortuous roads of 
Free China. Clement White, formerly connected 
with the W a r  Relocation Authority, has arrived in 
China, where he has joir~cd the FAU group, which 
includes 1 15 young American, British, Canadian and 
Chinese men and women. John Bradshaw, who was 
Assistant to the Business Manager of Guilford Col- 
lege, is now in India preparing for work in China. 

India. In cooperation with Friends Ambulance 
Unit, milk, sulfa drugs, atabrine and multivitamins 
are being distributed to victims of the famine in 
Bengal, Cochin. Malabar and Travancore. Aid also 
is given in occupational rehabilitation, 
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First Messages 

Contact has again been established between 
Secours Quaker in both Marseilles and Paris and 
the American Friends Service Committee office in 
Philadelphia with the arrival of two letters in Sep- 
tember. Both assure us that the French Quaker staff 
a re  all well and anxious to undertake the pressing 
tasks of relief which face France. 

Report from Southern France 

T h e  letter from southern France, sent through 
Captain Raymond E. Musser, a chaplain in the 
United States Army, contains the following message 
from Eleanor Foster Cohu. director of the Quaker 

France 

this purpose were waiting on the Swiss border. 
Other food stocks will go forward from Spain as  
soon a s  transportation is available. 

News from Paris Friends 

Major Henry Fraad, a member of the Society of 
Friends of Weston, Connecticut, writes from Paris 
that he is pleased to be able to pass on information 
from French Friends: 

"I had dinner last evening with Henry van Etten, 
General Director of Secours Quaker, his wife and 
six French Friends. They are all quite fit and anx- 

office in Marseilles; it is dated Auqust 31: 
- 

ious to undertake the h;ge of relief work - 
they describe. I, too, am inxious to be of service; so 

"Secours Quaker staff all well, carrying on work 
with much reduced possibilities. Following activities please do not hesitate to inform me of any way I 
still functionina: Medical suralimentation center for can help. 

300 undernourished children, shortly to be expanded 
to 450; workroom; program for pretubercular chil- 
dren; greatly reduced distributions to baby dispen- 
saries; monthly distributions to 250 home colony 
children. Our  food reserves will be exhausted by 
end of September. Best greetings to all." 

In his letter, Captain Musser says: "The for- 
tunes of war brought me into this section of the 
world on the heels of the Seventh Army, and I met 
the leaders and workers of your society. 

"This afternoon, my driver and I were able to 
h e l ~  Madame Cohu make a thorouah reconnais- 
sance of the port area, so badly torn, finding an 
unused a ~ a r t m e n t  house for 800 families. with 
nearby soLp kitchen: we made contact with 'sector 
10 of the 'Defense Passive,' noting the numbers of 
bombed-out families of that Sector. They are help- 
ing parts of families stranded by the sudden and 
successful American-French drive here. Today the 
food queues drew full rations, and these energetic 
people are sweeping the plate glass off the sidewalks 
and trying again. France is broken-hearted but not 
licked b y  a n y  manner of means. 

"I know nothing of your way of business except 
by hearsay, but I hope you can get supplies diverted 
to your society here by October 1st. 

"I am an Army chaplain, as  you see. I am a 
Methodist. However, I have been invited to the 
Quaker service tomorrow at 6 o'clock and I shall 
go gladly." 

W o r d  has also come from our office in Algiers, 
that a message just received by them from the 
Marseilles office emphasizes the urgent need in that 
area for milk, proteins, fats and winter clothing. 

It is hoped that Secours Quaker has received a t  
least part of the supplies requested. As reported in 
the last issue of the "Bulletin," stocks of food for 

Enclosed was a letter from Henry van Etten, who 
in addition to heading the French Quaker relief 
work, is clerk of French Yearly Meeting of the 
Society of Friends. H e  writes: 

"It is with immense joy and comfort that we have 
heard from British Friends in London. W e  wish and 
hope that cooperation between English, American 
and French Friends will soon be possible, in Paris 
as  well as on the whole French territory. The  task 
to be done is huge, and your coming would be a 
great boon to us. 

" W e  hope to hear from you soon, and more than 
that, to be able, very soon, to welcome some of you 
in Paris." 

Needs Are Great 

He describes the greatest needs as: aid to chil- 
dren, regrouping of dispersed families, relief of per- 
sons in prisons and internment, and money and 
supplies. 

Normandy, a rich province, will not need food, 
but about 250,000 people there, according to Henry 
van Etten, have lost everything+their homes, 
clothes, furniture-and winter is at hand. The  na- 
tional relief organization, Secours Social (formerly 
Secours National), can meet only 30 per cent of the 
need. In southeast France, the main need is food: 
for children have been undernourished for three 
years. At  least 250,000 people need aid in this area 
alone. 

French Friends are much concerned with the 
problem of attempting to re-unite families of Jews, 
"over 150.000 of whom have been deported since 
1941 and have been unable to send news to rela- 
tives settled in France or abroad. W e  should like to 
try to find out what has happened to these people, 
to discover which ones have survived, to help chil- 
dren find parents, to locate individuals in Silesia, 
Czecho-slovakia and Poland." 



Work  has been carried on for three years by all over France with need for workers and supplies. 
Secours Quaker in behalf of those interned in Answer has been sent from Philadelphia to 
France. Secours Social has supplied money* food Secours Quaker, telling of the food supplies in 
and clothing for this service; but Henry van Etten Switzerland and Spain read to be moved into 
emphasizes that the work will be greatly increasing France and assuring French 8 riends that the com- 
in the next few months. Hundreds of people are mittee and many American people are eager to help 
daily being interned and new camps will be opening in the rehabilitation as soon as the way shall open. 

Conditions in Southern France 
A more detailed report of the 

the Marseilles and Toulouse 
Quaker during the months of 
May 15th has recently reached 

relief programs of Accompanying the report were detailed statistics 
office of Secours on the work, numbers of children fed, foods used 
February through and an evaluation of physical progress and health 
the United States. improvement. 

Services of relief, though curtailed, were continu- 
ing with school lunches, supplementary feedings, 
provision of food and money to mothers and chil- 
dren who go to the stockroom, opening of a new 
colony for children, supplementary milk distribution 
for nursing babies, visitation of the prison at  Bau- 
mettes and the provision of needed articles, such as 
a sewing machine, scissors, razors, shaving mate- 
rials, clothesline, as well as food packages. 

Report on Marseilles 

The report describes the school canteen program: 

"This program had been planned for 4,000 chil- 
dren, in groups of 1,000 for a period of six consecu- 
tive weeks, and consisting of a distribution of pre- 
serves, biscuits and vitamins A and D in an  oily 
solution, preserves and biscuits prepared by the 
Quakers (preserves: cherry with 68 per cent sugar, 
apricot with 62 per cent). The beneficiaries were 
chosen among those children who showed loss of 
weight. Three times a week, each child received 
about 40 grams of preserves, four biscuits and one 
drop of vitamins. A representative of Secours 
Quaker was present at the inauguration of the dis- 
tribution in each school and thereafter continued 
the supervision. The School Board evinced some 
difficulty in assuring us that the distribution would 
run smoothly, owing to the uncertainties created by 
the numerous changes caused by evacuations. 

"The children enjoy the food very much and it is 
amusing to hear them at times, when having a first 
taste of it, exclaim, 'Oh, the real thing!' 

Children Make Progress 

"The happy results of the supplementary nutrition 
program well compensate for the efforts: A little boy 
of four years, seriously affected in the lungs and 
ready to go to a sanatorium, made great progress 
with six weeks of the diet, with no more coughing, 
fever or perspiration. A baby of seven months 'has 
picked up very well,' says its mother, 'after she had 
regularly taken that good cream of wheat' (two 
months of the diet). Many children have gained in 
weight. Mothers come to us each day to express 
their gratitude for the progress made by their 
children. 

Report on Toulouse 

From the Toulouse office, the Quaker workers 
send word that: "the cases of malnutrition among 
the Toulouse people are increasing from day to day. 
Those most affected are children, adolescents and 
the aged. Our test of 300 students amply prove the 
necessity of supplementary nutrition. 

"We have been able to follow regularly, for a 
period of two and one-half months, the record of 
145 children. The results obtained are both physical 
and psychological. 

1. W e  note a marked increase in weight. The 
stationary cases and those of loss of weight are 
explained by interruptions caused by illness (grippe, I 

bronchitis, measles, tonsillitis). Each time that a 
child has been absent for various meals during a 
two-weeks' period, the scales invariably show a loss 
of weight, little though it may be. 

2. The general health is improved. General aspect 
better, disappearance of palor, heightening of color 
of mucouses and cheek-bones, disappearance or im- 
provement of bulging hypertonic abdomen. 

3. Certain phenomena of calcium deficiency is ar- 
rested. Disappearance of numbness of the extrem- 
ities, improvement of the nails, hair less brittle and 
dry. 

4. There is improvement of defective attitudes 
1 

caused by muscular deiiciency. 

5. General fatigue and weakness has largely dis- 
appeared. 

"A veritable transformation, psychologically, has 
been noted. The children are gayer and livelier. The 
teachers who accompany them at meals inform us 
that, without exception, these children, whose work 
in class was more than mediocre, are definitely bet- 
ter and that their memory has decidedly improved. 
The parents find that their children are more gay, 
less nervous, sleep more quietly and have better 
appetites. 

"In short, it seems that these children are now 
being restored to life." 



There W i l l  be Such a Lot to Do  
by HELGA HOLBEK 

Helga Holbek is one of the staff of Secours Quaker at Totrlorrse. The  following is 
taken from her personal letter, dated Jzdy 23, 1944, received in Philadelphia early this 
month throrigh the AFSC ofice in  Lisbon. 

W e  are still in the same spot, although we have 
had two visits of bombers here, weird, during the 
night. T h e  houses shook and window-panes showered 
down around me; but dear old Bonrepos (the Tou- 
louse office) is still standing, and we want to stay. 
W e  have, of course, taken most of the stocks out 
and put them in three or  four different places all 
over the town, unfortunately quite small places, for 
our quite small stocks. It is terrible to see them 
dwindling and the needs growing. . . . 

Larade Colony has had to be closed to our great 
regret. W e  dared not have the responsibility of a 
children's colony right in town. W e  are quite iso- 
lated now from Paris. It takes somctimcs ten to 
twelve days to get there, if one gets through, and 
quite a lot do not. 

Bacon from Denmark 

T h e  main work we do  now is the operation of a 
supplementary feeding center for children and stu- 
dents. W h a t  do you think of boys about five feet 
six inches tall weighing just over 100 pounds! As 
our stocks are so low, we are only keeping the med- 
ical cases. Those who can manage without danger 
of getting tuberculosis or  some other disease, and if 
they can maintain their weight, go to another can- 
teen, where it costs three francs. Ours, of course, is 
free. 

months. T h e  doctors think that this will be enough, 
and then we  should take on another 4000 for the 
next three months. 

Hatred and Terror 

There are so many things one would like to write 
about every-day life-the suddcn disappearances, 
arrests, executions, illnesses, uncertainty, treachery, 
denunciations, heroism, steady courage, jokes, hor- 
rors--but before the typewriter and the prospect of 
one's letter being read by all kinds of people, it all 
fades away, and a letter as  dull as  ditchwater is the 
result. At the back of one's mind the whole time is 
that terrible battle in the north. The  terror is such 
now that it is only surpassed by the hatred. Where  
even a year ago, you would have found that all 
people asked was to live and let live, you now find 
real bloodthirst. 

Will there be people strong and good enouqh to 
see that there shall be no general vengeance?>un- 
ishment of the guilty, yes, that seems indispensable; 
but no wholesale vengeance and reprisals. Other- 
wise it will all just begin over again in a few 
The  intelligence, the understanding, the GBZE 
NESS that will be required, where to find it? 

W e  do so hope that some of you will come back 
again. There will be such a lot to do. 

T o  several students, we  are giving funds, so that W e  develop one-track minds. That  applies to us 
they can finish their studies this year. Nobody has all: we have no memory--I suppose it is because we 
the strength any more, both to study and work, for are not eating the right things. Each of us ma get B his living. Besides the medical cases, we maintain up from the desk to do or fetch something, a ozen 
those who are in the middle of exams and, therefore, times a day, and return having forgotten what it 
must be properly fed. It is especially fats that are was. 
missing. Our provisions are getting low, so we tried * + *  
for awhile to cut the dailv ration down from ten to 
five grams (app. one-fifth ounce), maintaining the 
ration of vegetables and rice at  150 to 200 grams 
daily (app. six ounces), five times a week: but they 
had practically all lost weight during that period, so 
we have augmented the ration and live now in ex- 
pectation of receiving a carload of ten tons of bacon 
that was sent to us from Denmark in June. (This 
shipment arrived, according to a postscript.) It is a 
gift from the Danes in France, and the Danish Gov- 
ernment has authorized the export of ten tons every 
three months. The  first is a gift, and the rest we shall 
pay for ourselves, somehow. 

The  Marseilles office and we are arranging for its 
distribution to about 4000 undernourished children 
who are still in sufficiently good health for them to 
be able to recover, if fattened up. They will each get 
about 30 grams a day (app. one ounce) for three 

BOUQUETS OF GRATITUDE 

" W e  have taken on a school which is too far 
removed from other schools and does not receive 
any supplementary rations, not being planned on by 
the Medical inspection. W e  supply rations to all the 
children in the school, numbering only 65 boys and 
girls. T h e  principal and teachers were so delighted 
that they have shown their gratitude in a touching 
manner. Each time that one of our workers has 
visited the school for a Quaker distribution, she has 
been greeted with a veritable reception, with recita- 
tion on the part of the pupils and presentation of 
bouquets of flowers picked by the children in nearby 
fields. 

Serours Quaker report 



Free at Last in Casablanca 
by IIENRY SCATTERGOOD 

In Caablanca, homeless people of many European countries have gathered in refuge 
from persecution and war. Representatives of the American Friends Service Committee 
there seek to meet the needs of these people with services such as pyovision of food for 
children care centers, transfers of money, job placement, locating relatjves, individual 
counseling, or furnishing clothing and work relief. 

Henry Scattergood; wh.0 bas just returned to the United States from the AFSC 
ofice at Casablanca, describes d group of young Spaniards who came to ark aid when 
they ~uddenly found themselves released from internment. 

When I walked into our office in Casablanca, on 
a warm morning this summer, I found several deeply 
tanned, black-haired men sitting on the bench by 
the entrance. They were all Spaniards and were 
waiting to see Francisco Balseiro, the secretary of 
the Spanish Refugee Division of our office. I gave 
them a friendly greeting, and in a few minutes Mr. 
Balseiro arrived. With the help of his fluent Span- 
ish, we were able to discover the needs of our 
visitors. 

They were men between the ages of 18 and 30 
years, 'who had been liberated avfew days before 
from a forced labor group in Fez. Some had been 
taken from prison and placed in the camp; some had 
been sent there from the Foreign Legion when their 
five-year engagement was completed, and some of 
the younger men had simply walked across the bor- 
der from Spanish into French Morocco. This last 
group, of course, had had no visas or provisions to 
leave Spanish territory, so that they were promptly 
picked up by the police and interned. They had 
been at  the semi-prison a t  Fez for varying lengths 
of time, some for several months. One day the order 
came that the whole group were to be released. No 
reasons were given. They were simply issued re- 
lease papers and told that they must go. On  leaving 
the camp, they somehow got in touch with our 
Spanish Refugee delegation nearby and learned that 
if they could reach Casablanca they might probably 
receive work at  the airport being constructed by the 
United States Army. 

So their story was told, and soon confirmed by 
other members of the labor group who arrived dur- 
ing successive days. More than 30 such men passed 
throush our office in three days. W e  interviewed " 
each man, tried to learn as much as possible about 
him, where he had come from in Spain, how long he 
had been in North Africa, what kind of work he 
was fitted to do. and what his needs were. 

I could use a few cooks, and of course, if any of the 
men can speak English, I have openings for hotel 
clerks and office workers." 

I explained the situation and was asked to send 
the men out the next day. With that encouragement 
we gave each man a signed slip, stating his name, 
age, nationality and trade. This made it possible for 
him to enter the airport and secure an interview with 
the personnel officer. 

Since most of the men possessed only the clothing 
they were wearing, we told them to return as soon 
as they had jobs and we would issue clothing to 
them. Goods of all kinds were extremely scarce and 
a black market was flourishing, and so we made it a 
policy to give our limited supply of clothing only to 
those who intended to work. Of course, there were 
exceptional cases where health or age made work 
impossible, but in general the plan proved a good 
one. 

Everyone of the group from Fez received em- 
ployment and the great majority of them asked for 
and received clothing from us. 

A Free Man a t  Last 

Manuel, a boy of about 23 years, was most appre- 
ciative. He told us that ever since leaving Spain, 
more than five years before, he had been either in 
internment or in labor camps and that now he was 
earning his own living, had a proper identity card 
in his pocket and some decent clothes on his back: 

"For the first time in five years," he said, "I am a 
free man. You have no idea how much it means to 
have found people who take an interest in me as a 
person." 

The AFSC office in Casablanca has been able 
to be of practical help to scores of people such as 
these, who find no other place to turn. Often, we 
can be, so to speak, a catalytic agent in helping 
individuals resolve their problems. 

A Job and Some Clothing The greatest satisfaction to the relief worker 
comes not so much from appreciation in words but 

~ f t e r  our interviews, 1 talked with the officer a t  from the fact that those we have helped have some- the airport about his possible need for personnel. how received not only the practical assistance they 
"Yes, I need men," he said. "As a matter of fact, needed but the- friendship and lift in morale suffi- 

I have just had a call for 25 men for manual labor. cient to give them renewed confidence in themselves. 



Legacy of Famine i n  India 
The worst period of food shortage is passing in 

India, but the emergency needs of those people who 
survived it are still acute, and American workers are 
seeking to rebuild some of the wrecked bodies left 
in its wake. At least one million men, women and 
children died in India during the last quarter of 
1943 because they could not get food. Many more 
survived the greatest time of hunger only to face 
equally trying and destructive conditions later. 

Families were left destitute. It is estimated that 
nearly twice as many adult men as adult women 
died: wage-earners sacrificed their own lives in 
order that their dependents might live. At least 
100,000 orphans remained in the Province of Bengal 
alone. Many widows and aged were left without 
support. As many as fifty per cent of those who died 
in certain areas were children less than five years of 
age. Many farmers who survived had bought their 
lives by using seed rice, or by selling their tools, 
livestock, clothing and even their land in order to 
obtain food. 

The health of the survivors was and still is seri- 
ously impaired. The wasted human beings have 
been slow to regain lost weight and stamina on a 
diet which has been lower in many areas than the 
customarily low standard. Children have not grown 
normally, and young and old alike have lacked their 
usual resistance to the cholera, pneumonia, dysen- 
tery and malaria that have made deep inroads. The 
people are less able to stand the cold of the winter 
season, and clothing is scarce. 

Fiecause of lack 
of food this 
boy is now 
strnggling 
between life 
and death in a 

hospital in 
India. 

' This Indian 
orphan was a 

living skeleton 
when he was 

picked up for 
care in a 

Government 
home for chil- 

dren. He is but 
one of many 

needing 
rehabilitation, 

but these homes 
are few in 

number and 
are overcrowded. 

An Emergency W a r  Situation 

Both famine and its legacy of broken homes and 
broken human beings are the product of emergency 
war conditions. The plane of living in India nor- 
mally is low, but it has been driven far below nor- 
mal during the past two years by the turn of events 
in the Pacific war. A number of factors are involved. 
Rice imports from Burma were closed off, and in 
some areas of South India, these imports accounted 
for as much as eighty per cent of the rice consumed 
in pre-war years. At the same time, large numbers 
of refugees were driven back into Bengal by the 
Japanese occupation of Burma. They carried few 
goods, but they did bring the deadly Kal-azar, a dis- 
ease new to many Indians and difficult to diagnose 
and treat. Land transport for civilian purposes was 
cut down as a direct part of military operations. 
Fishermen and island dwellers lost their boats and 
only means of communication. Ocean shipping space 
allotted to civilian needs was restricted. The de- 
mand for food for the armed forces increased, and 
prices rose to two or three times their old level 
while wages tended to remain stationary. Inflation 
and concern for the war effort led to hoarding, so 
that when the government undertook to control 
prices and sales, the available supplies were slow to 
come upon the market. Moreover, the channels for 
distribution of government aid were clogged. 

These emergency factors were intensified in some 
areas where floods or storms had destroyed crops, 
but the major suffering developed in the regions 
most susceptible to the new restrictions imposed by 
the war. These included sections of Ben al, adjacent 

Travancore. Bengal suffered most. 
d parts of Bihar and Orissa, Cochin, alabar and 

Relief Workers Report 

Reports coming from India during the past two 
months tell of the deep distress that still prevails 
there. In Malabar in August, a worker had this to 
say of the group of children receiving American 
milk there: 

"This center is located in a very impoverished 
area and the children who come here are among the 
group suffering most from malnutrition. There was 
one very pathetic child with a body that was liter- 
ally nothing more than skin stretched tightly over 
bones. He was the closest to a living skeleton I have 
ever seen. He also had some nervous disorder not 
unrelated to his other troubles that made him con- 
stantly twitch his head. Most of the children were 
not in as bad condition, though many had skin dis- 
eases, and many had the unnaturally distended 
stomach of a person suffering from starvation diet. 



Some of the babies seemed to have difficulty in be in until December, and until then canteen feed- 
keeping milk down though it was diluted to the i n g ~  will be urgently needed for the more seriously 
proper strength." undernourished. Months must pass before adequate 

An Indian newspaper described an E~~~ ~~~~~l diet and multivitamin treatment can build up resist- 
town, this summer, in these words: ance against malaria, cholera and pneumonia. Ata- 

brine and sulfa drugs will be needed until natural 
"The flow of destitutes to the town has begun- It defensive powers are reestablished. Such help will 

is yet a trickle, but as inevitably as  last year, it will be required at least through April, 1945. A new 
become a stream. The number is daily increasing. natural catastrophe or war measure might cause 
All around are groups sitting under the shade of fresh distress. 
trees, with tins for drinking water obviously picked 
up from dust bins near the military barracks. They Relief Measures 
cry for bread when a gentle-looking person passes The representatives of the American Friends 
by: others busy themselves hunting for food from Service Committee, in their efforts to relieve the 
the dust bins. They even stand guard over the more critical emergency needs, are working with the 
drains before the restaurants. They are mostly Friends Ambulance Unit India Section in the sup- 
women and children, all shrivelled up and full of port of canteens and in the distribution of medical 
sores. They make a ghastlier sight than of last Year. supplies. In Bengal, canteens feeding 6,700 persons 

u ~ t  is not only the destitutes that are coming to are maintained with cash from Indian sources. In 
town, but also the middle-class elements, because Malabar, there are 300 centers, each serving Amer- 
rice can be had here at a cheaper rate from the ican milk to a maximum of 100 children and nursing 
control shops. This rush expresses itself in the in- Or expectant have been as 
crease of the ration-card holders, from 53,000 to being especially needy. Similar systems are reaching 
74,000, and endangers the town rationing arrange- the underweight children and mothers of Cochin 
ment itself." and Travancore. 

In late August, the director of the Bengal Medical From January, 1944, to date, the following items 
Relief Coordination Committee declared that the have been distributed by the AFSC through 
number of people dying in villages for want of agencies who will use them without discrimination 
quinine, food and medical help was higher than that Or caste: 
of the victims of the preceding year's famine. He 18,388,050 multivitamin tablets 
estimated that nearly 40,000,000 people were suf- 800,000 sulfa drugs tablets 
fering from diseases and that 20,000,000 were laid 300,000 atabrine tablets 
low by malaria alone. Tubercular patients who for- 40,000 cases evaporated milk 
m e r l ~  had a good chance for are The Servants of India Society, Ramakrishna Mis- rapidly as a result of inadequate hospital fare. sion, foreign Christian missions and government 

Field workers of the American Friends Service agencies have all been used in order to reach the 
Committee have found areas in which over one-half maximum number of people. 
of the population is suffering from malaria, but in Funds are not at present available to support the which there is not a single grain of the precious =lothing distributions which are needed early this 
quinine or quinine substitute that would remedy the autumn or to assure that the drugs and multivitamin 
disease* John S* Everton? AFSC representative, programs can continue through the winter months. 
writes of work in East Bengal: T o  date, over $500,000.00 has been received from 

"I talked with the doctor at  the emergency hos- the National W a r  Fund through the British W a r  
pita]. Patients with malaria or dysentery fill all the Relief Society of America, the American Federation 
150 beds of this rather well-kept hospital. The doc- of Labor League for Human Rights and the Com- 
tor didn't think there would be a recurrence of mittee of Industrial Organizations W a r  Relief Com- 
actual famine, but people were still suffering from mittee, as well as from the India Famine Relief 
malnutrition. There is definite need of drugs in this Committee, the Church Committee for Relief in 
area. I talked with the few doctors in the village, Asia and individual contributors. 
most of whom were poorly trained men, old, ready 
to retire, but helping as much as they could. They 
gave me some indication of the difficulties of obtain- 
ing quinine or any substitute." MILK DISTRIBUTION IN INDIA 

People stared curiously at the strange people who 
The Outlook represented this gift, but the children were engrossed 

in drinking the good milk. A little girl about six 
The distress in India, where deaths from the war- years old was particularly engrossed as she had 

induced famine already are at least four times the under her care her tiny three-year-old brother, and 
total casualties of the American army from 1941 to she was feeding him alternate spoonfuls of milk. 
date, will continue for some months to come. The First she dipped a little finger into the black, wooden 
period of intense cold in Bengal lies ahead this spoon to see that the milk was not too hot for her 
Autumn, and the people lack clothes and physical baby brother, and if it was she blew on it until it was 
resistance. The big rice harvest of the year will not the right temperature. Quaker report 
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Measles at  El Shatt 
by SARAH HOWELLS 

Sarah Howells, a trained nrrrse, is one of the American Friends Service Committee 
appointees to the Balkan Mission of the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation 
Administration. lF'hen she recently arrived in Egypt, she war arsigned to El Sbatr, a 
Irrge camp for JugosIav refugees, where she immediately found use for her nursing skills 
dzrring a measles epidemic. I n  a first letter she writes of conditions in the camp. 

After a week a t  the training camp, three of us although a number of stuffed animals (really not 
who are  nurses were sent to the El Shatt camp on suitable for a contagious disease hospital) were 
temporary assignment to help with the measles epi- made by interested Jugoslav women. 
demic which was raging. Now, five weeks later, it is 

T h e  language problem is very real, but I feel that showing signs of abating. W e  have had something what 1 learned a t  the UNRRA training center has over 3.000 cases with a death rate of about six- been of inestimable value. ~f~~~ the second day I tenths per cent* which is very lowe Most the was here, 1 was alone and in charge of one entire 
deaths were who were malnour- measles hospital from four o'clock in the afternoon 
ished and frail before they contracted measles. W e  until midnight. I had an interpreter for a few hours, see quite a few cases of marasmus, some severe but from then on I was on my own. w h a t  I would rickets, much severe skin disease and many children have done without those basic words and phrases, infested with worms. I do not know! T h e  people seem so grateful and 

T h e  chief complications of measles have been happy when we really try to learn their language, 
pneumonia, discharging eyes and severe &in dis- and quite apart from the utility of improved com- 
ease, including pemphigus and furunculosis. Two munication, it builds friendliness, helpfulness and 
emergency hospitals were set up for the epidemic in mutual trust. 
what were recreation buildings. They are  large 
brick structures, with high ceilings, cement floors Ingenious Craftsmen 

and one-fourth inch netting over windows and The  women are very clever with their hands, and 
doors. They are  distinctly better than the tents by using knitting needles and crochet hooks made 
which house the isolation division of the main hos- from stiff wire, they have made lovely things. They 
pita1 here, because they are much cooler and less are ingenious, too. Some of the ropes on overlap- 
hard to rid of flies. ping sides of the tents were not needed, and the 

refugees have taken these, have ravelled them and 
T h e  nursing staff has varied greatly, but after the respun them, using primitive drop spindles. The  

three of us there has been one thread thus obtained has been knit or crocheted 
trained or semi-trained nurse on duty at  all times in into all kinds of attractive garments. Similarly, 
each hospital, with about 25 untrained Jugoslavvol- when one obtained a few ounces of four- unteers. strand wool yarn, which was not enough for a 

Scarcity of Supplies sweater for her four-year-old son, she split it all 
into two strands, and behold, had enough to make a 

Outside of the shortage of trained personnel, our sweater. Many of the girls are wearing skirts or  
biggest problems have been short supplies and the blouses of towels. Many go barefoot, and the 
language barrier. It has been necessary to break up sand is very hard on what shoes people possess. 
tongue depressors into small splinters for use as  w o o d  is very scarce, and most of the people have 
applicators and use them over and over again, soak- to stand when eating. In some of the school tents. 
ing them in wood alcohol between cases. Soap is the are square tin cans filled with concrete. 
short. Bed linen is very short. Many children have 
only one sheet, which is changed only when it is too The heat is a trial, but not as  much as I had 
dirty to be tolerated (need 1 add that standards of expected* and the nights are lovely On 

what is dirty+. are pretty low?). M~~~ of these the desert. There is always more to do in leisure 
ldsheets*l are really mattress covers of rough canvas time than there is time for it. For example. the refu- 
which aggravate the bad skin conditions. Most of gees have given very good concerts' 

the children lie naked for lack of clothing. Diapers I ( * *  
are conspicuous by their absence. One wash cloth 
is used for a s  many as 50 children. At times we have FETE 
had but one thermometer for 230 children. W e  have 
sometimes had only five hypodermic needles, with One day a thin, pale little boy came into the 

Quaker office in Marseille to receive some clothing. often 15 injections ordered and our only means of When he returned home with his ne\vly acquired sterilization a kerosene stove that took 30 minutes clothing he put on everything, pajamas, cape, and to heat one inch of water to the boiling point. Now knitted helmet, and stayed dressed in this manner we have a wonderful little Primus that boils three all evening \vaiting for his father to come home so 
inches of water in almost that many minutes. he could show him these wonderful things. 

The  children have had very little to play with, 
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Stateless  in Spain 
In August, David and Janine Blickenstaff and 

Lawrence Parrish, the representatives in Spain of 
the American Friends Service Committee and of the 
five other cooperating American relief agencies, 
took a week's trip to the north of Spain in order to 
visit the groups of refugees assisted by the Spanish 
office who are interned in concentration camps there. 
In the course of this journey, they were able to have 
interviews with interned people, to distribute food 
and clothing, and also to witness the raising of the 
French flag at  the international bridge and the re- 
treat of the Germans from the border. 

One of the major problems they found has since 
been somewhat alleviated: Many German deserters 
were arriving at  a camp maintained by the Spanish 
authorities for the purpose of interning all male 
refugees of military age entering Spain. Already 
interned in the same camp was a group of stateless 
refugees, many of whom were Jewish. The latter 
group were very much concerned lest they suffer 
in the eyes of the Spanish authorities for the bad 
behaviour of the German internees who made fre- 
quent attempts at escape and in general tended to 
cause disorders. 

Lawrence Parrish writes: "The fact that hun- 
dreds of German deserters have been entering Spain 
as a result of German withdrawal from the border 
has led us with great urgency to try to obtain imme- 
diate release of the stateless refugees from the camp. 
W e  feel that their liberation must be achieved in 
order to avoid, if not physical violence in the camp, 
at least the moral violence of being mixed with those 
Dersons who have been their chief ~ersecutors dur- 
ing the past years." 

These stateless refugees were subsequently re- 
leased, moved outside the confines of the camp to 
make room for the Germans who continued to ar- 
rive: and the relief office in Madrid has extended its 
services to them, providing them, in many cases, 
with their sole means of support. 

Problems brought by individuals in interviews 
were: the need for liberation of persons who were 
sick, liberation of persons outside military age, ques- 
tions of emigration, of contacting relatives abroad, 
requests for material assistance, such as clothing, 
books, magazines and money, and requests for ad- 
vice and opinions concerning coming events and 
their significance for the stateless refugee. 

Johann was one of these men without a country. 
He had fled Nazism to join the International Brigade 
in the Spanish Civil War .  He wondered what the 
future was for him. Would he be able to return to 
post-war Germany? Where could he go? Others de- 
sired advice: Should they go to Palestine, or to 
North Africa, or could they join an Allied Army 
somewhere? Where could they find a home? 

In the meantime, a little could be done by our 
representatives to restore the human dignity of these 
people in spite of their privations, by supplying 
some of their basic needs of food and clothing, and 
recreational needs such as magazines and games. 
Several requested testbooks. In one camp situ- 
ation, our representatives were able to arrange 
with a doctor of the village for better procedure for 
handling the medical problems of the group. One 
man had broken his glasses which were taken for 
repairs to Madrid. Others needed razor blades and 
other supplies. All begged to be visited more often, 

New Americans Vacation at Sky Island 

The sixth season at Sky Island, vacation hostel of 
the American Friends Service Committee at  Nyack, 
N. Y., came to a successful completion this summer, 
with close to 200 "new Americans" in attendance 
for two-week periods. Almost an equal number who 
applied could not be accommodated. 

The hostel made possible a vacation in a pleasant 
rural setting, at a modest cost, for those newcomers 
to the United States who live and work in the city. 
Howard Platt, of Germantown Friends School, who 
with his wife Dorothy, was director for the second 
year, writes: 

"The hostel offered an opportunity for new and 
older established Americans to meet and know each 
other, and for the new Americans to become famil- 
iar with American traditions and ways of living. It 

was a vacation without strain and tension in an 
atmosphere of laughter and friendship. Many have 
written of their appreciation, not only for a good 
time, but for a renewed faith in mankind and God." 

The house was run cooperatively, with each guest 
sharing in the housework and preparation of meals. 
The day began with Meeting for Worship, and con- 
tinued with classes in subjects such as English, 
American government and democracy which were 
of especial interest to the group. Afternoons were 
spent in swimming or hiking or rest, and most of the 
evenings were filled with music or discussions. Sub- 
jects of evening lectures ranged from art, to William 
Penn, to the Negro Problem. Stunt night was a time 
when many rediscovered abilities they thought to 
have lost during harder years before finding refuge 
in America. 



Evacuation from Flying Bombs 
by ROGER H. M. WARNER 

Robot bombs have exacted u heavy toll among civilians in Britain. Friends Relief 
Service has again been obliged to extend its services to give emergency aid. This account 
shozus there is tnore than one way to arrive at Banbury of the old nursery rbym. 

The social center of the Bedford Institute Asso- 
ciation in the East End of London. was badly 
blasted by a flying bomb in late June. The damage 
was considerable and, as many of the children's 
homes were also damaged or destroyed, Friends Re- 
lief Service was asked to arrange the evacuation of 
part of the center's day nursery. It was agreed that 
as many children as possible should be moved to the 
Women's Meeting House at Banbur which had 
been used earlier by Friends Relief ervice as an 
old people's hostel. 

B 
A party of four of us travelled to Banbury to make 

the necessary preparations. At 9:30 o'clock that 
night we succeeded in obtaining a coal delivery 
truck, which had been carting hay all day, to take 
us out to Broughton Castle where we hold emerg- 
ency supplies of equipment in the lofts above the 
fifteenth Century stables. Two hours later we had 
the truck piled high with beds, mattresses, folding 
forms, packing cases stamped with the familiar 
Quaker star and American Friends Service Commit- 
tee shipping numbers and filled with supplies from 
the United States, such as blankets, bedspreads, pil- 
low cases, soap, towels and children's clothes and 
books, with gaily colored patchwork quilts decorat- 
ing the top of the load. W e  made an impressive 
sight as we passed through the four hundred and 
fifty year old oak portals of the gate house and re- 
crossed the moat by the light of the rising moon. 

COMBATING SMALLPOX 

At the Meeting House next day, beds and cots 
were erected, china unpacked and washed, and bed- 
ding aired in the sunshine. The American packing 
cases were utilized as shelving for stores, with 
patchwork coverlets hung in front to form curtains. 
All the children and the two helpers had travelled 
from London in an ambulance which showered out 
its passengers as the doors were opened. The chil- 
dren ranged in age from Emily and David, aged two 
years, and their first time away from home, to sturdy 
four and one-half year olds. 

Soon ever one was safely installed in the Meet- 
ing House. dior many of the children. the four hours* 
journey had been their first experience of road 
travel, but conversation on the way had chiefly cen- 
tered around Godfrey who achieved great merit in 
the eyes of his young friends by getting car sick. 
"Godfrey's been sick!" "Ough, Godfrey's been sick 
twice!" "I've not been sick, have I?" "Can't I be 
sick too?" Twenty minutes after arrival, Godfrey, 
evidently completely recovered, was found turning 
somersaults in the Meeting House garden, before 
being collected with the others and tucked away 
to bed. 

Two da s later when I left Banbury, everyone 
had settle d' down well and happy, although at  the 
sound of every airplane, Emily would retreat to 
the nearest doorway. 

Dr. Allen Longshore, an American physician with 
the Friends Ambulance Unit in China, was called in 
to see a villager who had a severe case of smallpox. 
Unfortunately the case was well advanced, and 
there was not much that could be done for the 
patient. Dr. Longshore expected that he would live 
only a few more days. True to Chinese customs, 
relatives and friends had been invited to visit the 
patient. Quarantine of the household was impos- 
sible. The guests could not understand the possi- 
bility of contagion and would not leave. As a safe- 
guard against the spread of the disease, Dr. Long- 
shore vaccinated the thirty-five guests, who were 
cooperative but dubious. 

After the patient's death, news of the protection 
extended to the guests spread amon the villagers. f Interest in the medical services of riends Ambu- 
lance Unit was stimulated, and the following after- 
noon eighty-three persons showed up for treatment. 

Dr. Longshore is now continuin his medical 
service in the India Section of the  FA^. 

MOURNING SWEATERS 

"All know how the French feel about wearing 
mourning. The small orphans would declare proudly 
that they were in mourning, and ask for a mourning 
color sweater, gray or violet. When these could not 
be found, a bright colored one would be given with 
the suggestion that it could be worn underneath, 
which solution always pleased them immensely." 

THANRS TO THE KNITTERS 
"One of the older girls, hearing of this distribution 

of sweaters, asked the principal to be allowed to 'see 
an American Quaker.' So the best pupil, a girl of 16, 
was delegated to look at  me and then go back and 
report to the others! Of course, all the children want 
to shake hands and shout their thanks lustily. Some 
small, impulsive ones suddenly throw their arms 
around one's neck and give a kiss. 'Please tell those 
American women who knitted those sweaters for us, 
that the French school children thank them!' " 

Serorrrs Quaker repor/ 
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