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Continued food shortages in unoccupled France are taking their heaviest
toll =mong childrens A recent report from the Inspector.of Public Health in the
department of the Herault indicates that not only do children appear smaller for
their age, but they show less resistance to infectious diseasess - Loss of weight -
among young people who should be gaining seems to average as much as 15%. There.
is general debility; less resisgtance to fatigue, and among adolescents deficien- -
cles are such that there is a marked decrease in capacity for physical end intell-
ectual worke The daily ration of 1,000 calories retards the young child. For the
adolescent for whom it represents a deficit of approximately 1,100 calories it is
most serious. Observers report a marked increase in the 1n01denee of tuberculosis

among this groupe

: The same report reveals that mortality figures in one of the communities
studied Showed a 20ﬁ increase over the correspondlng perlod for the normal year of -
1938a

Whlle it is 1ncrea51ngly difficult to obtain supplles in Europe to feed
the hungry in France, representatives of the Service Gommittee are maklng every
effort to get supplles to the most needyo

CARE OF CHILDREN

School Feeding -~ During the winter months the Committee had been providing sup-
plementary rations in school canteens for 84,000 children. Earlier reports from
the Quaker office in Marseille had indicated that these would have to be discontin-
ved after April because of lack of supplies. New reports just received explain
that the Committee has been able to purchase 40 tons of barley, 17 tons of sugar
and 20 tons of fruit. These supplies permit continuance of this important feedlng
gervice in the most needy departmentse. :

Vitamin Distribution - 100,000 children are now receiving a 7-weeks' treatment of
Vitanin D, which was obtained in Demmark. Distributions are being made to 40,000
children in the Var, 30,000 children each in the Gard and the Heraults - All have
been selected by local medical authorities in these departments.

Milk Distribution - The present milk supply in Committee warehouse in Marseiile
ig 'gufficient for distributions for 5,000 babies until June lo It is hoped that
American permissions may be granted so that the Committee may purchase additional
gupplies in Switzerlands

Oolony Care - Over a period of 3 years the Committee has been selecting the need-
fest c¢Hildren in France for protected care in spacious houses in the country. In
these hospitable houses they find food, shelter and loving care. Because this
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program is more expensive and does mot
have been made to reduce the numbers”of
for them in other WEYS¢ S

The Gommlttee is now carlng for 2451,
and plans to 1ncrease thls number to 400a;:f :

. REFUGEE SERVIOES

The pllght of allens in unoecupied Franceaeontln

the New World is nOW'greatly reducedy the Gommlttee
counsel to those sble to leave Francewr‘§ jy :

Kershner, director of the service, that he saw i i
weighs barely 66 poundsa Of the camp situatlon Ke shn

food to support the childrena Some of the department
are so inadequate in thelr food supply that it woul
children 1nto theme
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Olothing For The Csmps - Some weeks ago the Committee received a navicert to ship

from the United States 50 tons of clothing to the camp internees. . There were dis-
appointing delays due to lack of shipping facilitiese It is encouraglng “to report
that 38 tons have already left New York con51gned to the International Red Crosse -
It is hoped that the additional 12 tons may be shipped shortlya ;

Money Transfers - Approximately 4,000 persons have recelved money durlng the past
yedr- from ‘relatives and friends in England and America under the licenses grantsd
to the Service Committee. The total amount received from England is 5,300,000

franes, The total from America is approximately 4,000,000 francse .

Small canteen services in some of the cities where the Committee has
field offices have assisted families where the husband and father have been pressed
into work companiese. It is estimated that there are about 200 of these companies, =
totalling 45,000 men. : - ;

REHABITL.ITATION PROJECTS

Village Regsettlement - Bulletins #41 and #42 describe the rehabilitation and re-
gettlement programsg which sre under way in the two Frenth villages of Penne and
Puyeceleie

A Foundation for village reconstruction has been organized by the Com-
mittee and will operate for Pemne and Puycelci and for- any other village projects .
sponsored by the Committee. The Foundation is a French organization having the
right ' to purchase, improve, lease and sell real estate. It will buy old houses
and remodel them for occupancy, permitting the tenants to pay rent until they are
able to purchase. As new funds are available for the two original villages they
will be added to the Foundation fund to permit the resettlament of addltlonal
refugee families. .

The Committee is.now:awaiting. further details-with relation to a project for. a.third
village, Bourg d'Oeil, in the Haute-Garonne. It has been suggested that the Com-
mittee cooperate in efforts to revive the wood-craft, dairying and sheep~raising,
which have declined in this and so many other villages in the Pyrenees, due in

part to the mlgratlon of young people to the citiese

Orthopedic wcrkshops, Montguban - The success of the Mbntauban workshops, where
gppliences are made for disabled men and which ‘afford employment to disabled
refugees; 1is such that the Committee has decided to; ‘patent certain improvements
which have been made in these shops and to expand the present outpute

Farm Pro jects - The Committeo now operates a, small farm near. Mbntauban Whieh, in
its . Pirst 'gix months, has produced almost enough to cover the cost of operation. -
The Committee is now explorlng the- pos31b111t1es of two othsr proposals far ‘farm
activitiese , B : i -

 NEEDS WEIOH ARE NoT BETNG MET S

The concern for adolescenms.mentloned at the opening of this bulletin
is such that the delegates in France believe that feeding service for adolescents
must soon be undertaken.

They have also expressed concern over the situation of the men in work
. companies and of their famlllesa The men earn only maintenance and their families
are destitutee.
##





