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S OME VILLAGES in southern France have lost fifty to seventy percent of 
their populations in the past thirty years. The attraction of cities, loss of man
power in the last war, lessening returns of agriculture and lack of adaptation to 
changing times are the principal reasons for this decline. 

The rehabilitation of these villages and the resettlement there of French and 
refugee families has been a concern of the American Friends Service Committee. 
Two such resettlement projects are already underway in the towns of Penne and 
Puycelci in the department of the Tarn. The Unitarian Service Committee has 
joined in this work in Puycelci and has contributed generously to the project. 

As a Quaker representative writes from France, there is hope and new life m 
this program of home building. He continues: 

"So much of Quaker work is, of necessity, palliative. Children are danger
ously undernourished; internees in barren camps are cold and ill. A little can be 
done to make some less hungry, less cold . Much can be done to show that people 
still care for those who suffer regardless of race or nationality. It is only right that 
the greater part of relief service should go to alleviate this suffering. Slowin g down 
death is necessary but giving life is better. By the reconstruction and rehabilitation 
of some of southern France's abandoned villages we have the enviable chance of 
givin g new life and happiness to a few. " 

Among the French and foreign refugees in unoccupied France are engineers, 
skilled artisans, technicians and farmers-men with skills for work if opportunities 
can only be found for them. Care in the selection of families, wise choice of com
munity industries for self-help, assistance over the early period of settlement, enlist
ment of official and community cooperation- these kindle the spark of renewed 
interest in constructive living. 

April 15, 1942 
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PUYCELCI 
G OVERNMENT and private funds have been 

utilized to restore the 12th century walled 

town of Puycelci and to settle there some seventy

five refugees from Alsace and Lorraine. In all 

there are seventeen families with twenty-six children 

under fifteen years of age. There are in addition 

some thirty-four young Lorrainers, who constitute 

a volunteer work company of the Compagnons de 

France. To date one birth and one marriage have 

been registered. 

In December 1940 the official population of 

this village was 823 although actually only 92 

persons lived in the village proper. Most of the 

250 houses were deserted. Of these about 20 

percent were partly furnished and habitable, 3 5 

percent susceptible of being repaired without great 

expense, and the rest more or less irreparably in 

rums. An appreciable amount of building stone 

was available, but lumber, roofing tiles, cement, 

etc., were needed. The woodworking industries 

which had formerly supported the village had com

pletely disappeared. 

Lorraine Settlers 

After conferences with the Prefect of the 

Department of the Tarn, plans were made for 

resettling several Lorraine families of cabinet

makers. The Unitarian Service Committee joined 

the council and contributed funds to provide all the 

electrical equipment for the central workshop 

where furniture is now being made. The French 

Government in addition to continuing the usual 

refugee allocations to the families provided such 

household effects as stoves, cooking utensils, mat

tresses and blankets and advanced funds for house 

repairs. The Service Committee provided supple-

mentary food to tide the new settlers over the first 

difficult months until subsistence gardens could be 

sown. By August these vegetable gardens had 

produced enough foodstuffs to enable the Commit

tee to reduce the supplementary rations, although 

extra supplies continue to be available for children. 

Monsieur le Venier and his 



Working members of the community receive 

a salary of five francs an hour which is in addition 

to the refugee allocation for non-working members 

during this early period. This government sup

port is expected to continue until the volume of 

sales from the workshop is sufficient to render the 

project self-supporting. 

Since the village was poorly organized for 

supplying fresh vegetables and distributing other 

ily are skilled basket weavers. 

provisions to the newcomers, the Service Commit

tee helped a former vegetable merchant from 

Lorraine to set up a store where the whole village 

can buy at normal prices. This has caused other 

local merchants to improve their service and prices 

for the benefit of the village. A consumers' coop

erative, the next step, is now in the process of 

formation. 

Social Services 

A Social Service has been organized under 

the supervision of a local physician and a nurse 

provided by the Committee. This service is giving 

information on foods and diet, medical examin

ations to the children, providing a course m gym

nastics and arranging weekly excursions for the 

children. 

Management of the workshops rests tempora

rily with the official and private committees which 

have initiated the project. It is hoped that shortly 

a guild can be formed of the member artisans to 

assume the full direction of woodworking shops. 

Costs of Service 

Summarizing the experiences of those con

cerned with Puycelci, the report from France 

continues: 

"The support given by the American Friends 

Service Committee to date has been in the form of 

supplementary food, clothing and personnel total

ing some 360,000 fran cs. The Unitarian Service 

Committee has contributed 150,000 fran cs for 

tools and machinery. Allocations of the govern

mental Service aux Refugies have amounted to 

420,000 francs. This last sum would have been 
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advanced in any event to these refugees regardless 

of their place of residence. 

"It is quite possible that if m the future the 

reconstruction of more houses is contemplated 

financial aid may be asked from the Service du 

Genie Rural. The French State is quite willing to 

assist in the expense of repairing and rebuilding 

additional houses if it can be satisfactorily shown 

The traditional 

religious festival 

which had not been 

celebrated 

for seven years 

was re-established 

this year with 

new and old 

residents 

participating. 
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that the benefit of this reconstruction does not 

accrue to some previously indifferent private owner. 

"As additional funds become available, more 

property can be bought, other houses repaired or 

rebuilt and a larger number of worthy refugee 

families moved in. It is evident, therefore, what 

a valuable service contributions can perform in 

releasing larger funds in France for the creative 

relief and rehabilitation of these uprooted families ." 


