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Human beings, many of them without a country, all of them
penniless, live behind the barbed wire of concentratlon camps in
unoccupied France. In summer these camps are a sea of sand, in
winter one sinks ankle-deep in mud. Physical conditions are hard,
vet more corrosive to the spirit are the long days of idleness.

_ AmEricans are sometimes surpriced to know there are children
and babies in these internment places, as well as women and men.
Here are the figures of three typlcal camps: R

Total Ponulatlon Ghildfen

‘fCamp de Gurs 14,000 o 500

Camp de Argeles 18,000 2,000
Camp de Agde 5,489 o 1,200

Many of the French commandants are kind and do their best.

"Yet how can the French have a margin for charity when their
own are suffering so?" writes Howard E. Kershner, Director of Relief.

GURS: Until a few weeks ago, there were approximately 6,500 Czech,

Polish, German, and Austrian refugees interned here° Recently
7 500 Jews were sent down from Germany° The French commandant had
only a few hours' warning of their coming. Many of them were ill,
newly released from hospitals; some insane or feeble-minded had been
in institutions; thousands are over 60 and had been living in homes
for the aged, including the oldest, who is 106 years.

Crowded into unheated barracks, sub81st1ng on rations which
provide about 844 calories, many of them wearing only thin summer
clothing, they are easy prey to disease and to death. Last month
there were 300 deaths, now the daily mortality ranges between
15 and 25. An unused barrack has been torn downo They make
coffins from the lumber°

ARGELES Some of: the women and children interned here-have not
been outside this camp in 2 years. Here, as in the
other camps, children receive the same rations as adults. Now
with the recent increase of the camp population from 11,000 to
20,000 the least habitable shacks have been pressed 1nto uses
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ThlS is a Spanlsh camp and hunan 1n

and a shop to fashion toys for the chlldren"k
1s enlarglng the sew1ng room so that not 50;

"IAGDE‘I Here there are 50 blan&ets'for

for medical selenee to help themay,[x

WHAT WE ARE DOING:

1)
for the adultse

2) Giving supplementary food to the chlldre"fV“

3) Setting up soup kitchens for the older DlstrlbItl vnat
clothing, food, and medlelnes we can purchase abroad

IiT
IN THEMSELVEsa

THIS HELP SHOULD BE ERTENDED._,_;,U‘
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THE NATERIAL USED IN THIS BULLETIN H;
BEEN CONDENSED FROM EXTENSIVE REPORT;
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