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"At a time such as we are experiencing now it is a real relief and 
inspiration to know that the American Friends and other groups are pushing 
ever forward to the ideals which are difficult to obtain but certainly 
are obtainable. It is a time such as this that the sincerity of an ideal 
is tested and that one takes deeper hold to the truths and beliefs that 
one has." 

"I am stationed at the Colony La Rouviereo We have a most interesting 
group of Spanish helpers, as well as a fine group of Spanish and French 
children.. It is very gratifying to see how much like a family a colony 
can be. Altho each child has his number for his tooth brush and towel, 
he really is an individual in our big family and shares in our fun; work 
and sorrows. a 

aThe work for the personnel is divided more or less according to 
the likes and abilities of the individual. The children are given re
sponsibilities also in relation to the household, such as - care of his 
own bed and room, cleaning of yard, supplying wood and coal, cultivation 
of garden~ work in ld tch en, etc. 11 

"Now we are trying to prepare for winter by conserving paper, wood, 
flour, eggs, sugar, dried fruits, conserves, tea, dried legumes, soap, oil, 
potatoes, etc, We are planning on buying several goats, some small pigs 
and rabbits. 11 

* * * * * * 
FROM MARGARET FRAWLEY 
July 11, 1940 

''I am just back from '1 visit to the Field Offices in Montauban, 
Toulouse, Perpignan." 
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"It is really a beautiful relief program, and one of which I know 
you vdll be proud. If there were time I would like to tell you in detail 
how much our service.s for refugees have meant in this critical time o For 
now I' 11 just say t.hat everyone is working with· hea.r't and head and that 
the principle job of the administration is to persuade the VJOrkers to 
shorten their working day- or there vvi 11 be serious breakdowns. 

CONT.INUED SERVICES 

"The colony program continues except that Enghien children (Spanish 
refugees) are now in the Gadaujac colony where we bave had to take ov~r 
complete administrative re~ponsibility. A few children ,,vhom we had had 
at Cugneux have now been removed and we are planning to use Cugneux as 
a temporary refuge for French refugees, mothers and children, since there 
is a great need for this service. We are operating a similar service for 
mothers and children at Larade~ Both Cugneux and Larade are within a few 
kilometres of Toulouse and are giving valuable service. The maternity at 
Elne which we took over some months ago from the Swiss Committee, is being 
continued for all refugees and will be needed now more than ever since 
Argeles and Bram are again filling up to their joint capacity, something 
better than 20,000. 

NEW COLONY PROJECTS 

"The situation of the .French children near Marseille was so critical 
that we have agreed to pay Frs. 65,000 for one month for 100 children. 
This includes installation costs as well as maintenance. I very much 
hope that we can continue to underwrite these two colonies as they are 
so much needed at this time • ." 

"We are finding a great: many sick children who, when they come out 
of hospitals having recovered from illness and wounds, have no place to 
go. ' I hope ·by August 1st we can put at least a hundred of these French 
children in the MacJannet Colony at .Annecy. We have an extremely compe
tent colony administr1:1.t9rf,V\h,o is now helping on an emergency program and 
whom I hope we can free''in the next ten days to set up this colony program. 
As I have told you in preyious correspondence; the MacJannet site is a 
magnificent one and I hope - we can begin to use it during the summer months." 

rroULOUSE 

"The v..o rk in Toulouse is largely for Belgian refugees, although we 
continue to help the people who need us vvi thout regard to nationality. 
We have a Centre which houses some 1,100 men nig~tly and feeds from 3 to 
5,000 daily. The average cost of a meal is Frs. 2.50 and refugees -w.10 
have an allocation are paying Frs. 2.00 a day. Refugees are permitted 
to stay in the overnigit centre only three nights since we find that 
we must continue to give help to new peopleo In addition, there is a 
second refuge for 45 men, a third one which is housing 130 VJOmen and 
children and the Larade project where 62 children are at present fed and 
housed. We have also equipped in the reception Centre maintained by the 
Prefecture, a room for VJOmen with small children, providing milk for the 
children and straw mattresses o This accommodates approximately 30 a night. 
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"There are approximately 85,000 Belgian youths vvho are under 
military age, not only in the departments adjacent to Toulouse but 
throughout the southern departmentso Something of the conditions of 
these camps you have had in previous reports and the program of dis
tribution wi ich we have set up is now so generally recognized that 
-other relief organizations have come to us offering us money to con-
tinue or to extend this service. You will appreciate tbat this is a 
tribute to Helga Hol bek' s leadership in the Toulouse area and the 
fact that we have demonstrated our interest and capacity to meet this 
situation. Our supplies have literally prevented starvation and al
though I feel that we ought to try to limit our work to children ser
vices, it seems shortsighted to set this limitation in the face of 
the great need and in the knowledge of the fact that with the break
down of other private relief groups we are literally the only Commit
tee which is continuing to feed hungry people. 

11 0n Friday of la st week we were notified that approxirna tely 
1,000,000 refugees had disregarded all of fie ial orders not to le ave 
the southern departments until arrangements for their return had 
been worked out. These people had massed on the frontier just south 
of the occupied zone and with bridges down and communications out 
were unable to continue. The region in which they are is poor country 
with barely enough provisions for the inhabitants and with no facili
ties for taking care of these peopJ.e. The report of their starvation 
was so appalling that we dispatched two food trucks with staff and 
canteen.'' 

MONTAUBAN 

"The 11ontauban Reception Centre is as I have indicated in the 
cable, feeding and housine; approximately 1000 a day and is an especially 
practical program in that all the work for restoration of the house was 
done by refugees •. In addition there is a mothers and childrens servi·ce 
and Celine Rott, our delegate in Montauban, is beginning to take •from 
the hospitals convalescent children who can no longer b.e cared for there, 
and very much need protective care. This group as wel 1 as war orphans 
will be the nucleus for the MacJannet program. 

PERPIGNAN 

11 Perpignan is continuing its services for three departments: 
Pyrenees-Orientales, Herault and Aude. I have also asked them to look 
into the serious situation at Nime s where other relief organizations 
,Nill put in help under our administration in a number of centres. We 
are getting calls for milk for children and can use to gpod advantage 
every can of the Swiss milk which we dispatched from Bordeaux to Toulouse 
a week ago. As you saw from my note both Brem and Argeles are filling up 
and there .is a house of mutilated at Montaubano You will see that our 
old reponsibili ties are again increasing o The tragedy of the v\ihole relief 
picture at the moment is that so many groups who have been helping have 
either· disbanded or their funds are frozen in the banks. 11 




