




COAL'S 

struments, esp_ecially jig-saws. We have a number of com­
munities that would form toy-making groups if we could get 
some tools. Then there are boys' clubs that will need simple 
tools and even jack knives for carving. And orchestras are 
wanted everywhere ( Sunny has the raw material for one at 
Bertha), if only someone would get us instruments . . .. " 

Clothes Needed 
" I have just received my first definite report of the clothing 

needs in my territory. A good dependable local man has made 
a house-to-house visitation in Bens Creek. Here is a summary 
statement on the basis of his study. There are 70 families in 
need, divided as follows: 108 boys, 126 girls, besides 20 men 
and 19 women who are in need. As far as possible, emphasize 
garments in the following order: 1st shoes, 2nd stockings, 3rd 
underwear, 4th dresses, shirts and overalls. Following these 
the following garments in about equal emphasis: Coats, 
sweaters, topcoats, caps. This is one of the communities where 
the strike has been on since last January." 

Local Co-operation 
"One camp, where I had a very unsatisfactory set-up last 

year, has had a complete change of face. I went to the store 
manager last winter, but he simply wouldn't help. The oper­
ator had the reputation for being drunk most of the time, so 
I let him alone. When I met the store manager last Saturday, 
he picked out a house and woman to cook before we'd talked 
20 minutes. The whole camp is destitute .... 

"A storeroom and a cheap, handy garage, is our next aim. 
So many thing·s are coming in bulk that we need a large room, 
not in a private house. The committee is getting one for us. 

" I met the Judge, a fine-looking, powerful, middle-aged Ken­
tuckian, in broad felt hat and gaiters, and he proposed that we 
should have a desk in the room with the County Superintendent 
of Schools." 

"As soon as the children see me driving into a camp the 
rumor starts, 'V\Te're going to have the soup kitchen agam. 
Goody !' 

" Friday, with the County Superintendent, who is a member 
of the local Kentucky Relief Commission, I commandeered a 
group of men digging a ditch on a 'made work' program. and 
had them all come to the lunch room, build tables, set up the 
stove, and repair the steps to the building. I think they were 
rather glad of the chance to stop digging ditches . .. . 

"The clay after we approved and weighed the children, nine­
teen children came back to school the next clay, begging to be 
weighed. Fifteen of these were from one camp, and from a 
group we particularly wanted to reach, as the mine has been 
closed for more than six months. So many children are not 
in school, but the Reel Cross is making 56,000 yards of cloth 
into underwear, dresses and shirts, and this , with the feeding, 
will bring a great many back. 

" Several children and adults are barefooted. Little children 
paddling through warm, brown dust may look charming with 
bare feet, but seeing them walking along the frost-covered 
roads makes a different picture. The K. R. C. is helping about 
2000 men with 'made work' so conditions should improve." 

CHILDREN 

Slides and Movies Are Available 
Some excellent slides and 3 reels of movies have recently 

been made which offer a graphic presentation of conditions and 
relief activities in the coal fields. These, with titles and an ac­
companying lecture, can be secured by writing to 

AMERICAN FRIEN DS SERVICE COMMITTEE 

20 SOUTH 12TI-I STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

Rehabilitation 
Two hundred thousand men who have made their living out 

of mining will never be used in that industry again. What shall 
be clone to train them in other trades? 

The Service Committee has opened up three shops for the 
production of hand-made furniture, and has also developed 
weaving for women. A total of about fifty men and about as 
many women are now earning a part or all of their living in 
this way. Chairs, tables, stools, benches, rugs, old-fashioned 
bed coverlets- these are the products. More valuable than this, 
however, is the revival of spirit and courage and the develop­
ment of a new sense of integrity which comes from making 
beautiful and substantial articles . The camps where these 
developments have taken place are in the neighborhood of 
Morgantown, West Virginia. The Mountaineer Craftsmen 
Co-operative Association has been organized to assume respon­
sibility when we are able to withdraw our subsidy. This organi­
zation is now in charge of sales and also does co-operative buy­
ing for the camps. 

'vVe have made our first transfer of a family from a mine 
camp to an allotment of land. Twenty acres of land has been 
bought, and a family, Murphy Baker and his wife and three 
children, are now building a little house on the land, securing 
the lumber by trading timber for it . They will have a three­
room house at a cost of $50.00. A cow, a mule, two pigs . 
chickens, a little of the necessary machinery and maintenance 
until crops are produced next year, comprise the budget. The 
total is $490.00. They are located near enough so that Mr. 
Baker can mine when the mine is operating and can grow his 
food supply on his own land. This is experiment No. 1, but 
needs to be greatly elaborated in number to test out the prin­
ciple which we feel has great possibilities in many locations of 
the coal fields . 

REHABILITATION-FURNITURE SHOP 



"Machine Age in the Hills 11 

This book, by Malcolm Ross, will be published by The Mac-
millan Company about the middle of January. The book de­
scribes the impact of the modern age of machinery on those 
simple people of pioneer habits who were the mountaineers of 
the Blue Ridge country before the advent of coal mining in their 
hills persuaded them to dig coal for a living. The effect on the 
colorful people of the hills appears in the book in intimate 
descriptions of their personalities and their grievances; but the 
main thesis of the book poses the important current problem 
of what to do with workers who are no longer needed in their 
industries and cannot be absorbed into other ones. The case 
is studied in the light of the experience in rehabilitation of the 
American Friends Service Committee. 

Malcolm Ross, a Yale graduate, was more recently the editor 
of a standard volume on Scientific Research. He is also the 
author of three novels and a book on aviation. Four years of 
newspaper reporting, plus a period when he was himself a 
miner in the Arizona copper mines, contribute to his equipment 
to cl1scuss the- IZ:-entucky s1tuafion, wnich he vi ewed at tirst hand 
for se~eral 'months last winter. 

Everyone Can Help 
Surprising things can be accomplished with small sums of 

money and things which yoLt have no further use for in your 
home. One dollar will give 12 hungry little children a warm, 
nourishing meal. Clothes which you can no longer use will 
lessen the sting of cold winds on the back of a shivering miner. 
The need for substantial clothes is unlimited-even greater than 
last year. Among other items which will mean much in the 
lives of these people are toys of all sorts, books and maga­
zines, pieces of cloth for sewing circles, games, jig saws, and 
musical instruments. 

Those wanting instructions for local sewing circles, or to 
purchase cloth or wool, should address the Clothing Committee, 
20 South 12th St., Philadelphia, Pa. All money should be sent 
to 20 South 12th St. Gifts from east of the Appalachian 
Mountains should be sent to the same address. Gifts from west 
of the Appalachians should be sent to the nearest relief center. 

See list in next column. 
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Field Staff 
PENNSYLVANIA 

CAMBRIA CoUNTY. . P. 0. Box 84, Ebensburg, Pa. 
Errol D. Peckham, Idaho (Rehabilitation) 

WEST VIRGINIA 

MONONGALIA COUNTY . . . . . . Box 156, Morgantown, W. Va. 
Relief-

Alice 0. Davi s,- Mass. Elliston P. Morri-s, Pa. 
Rehabilitation-

Daniel Houghton, P a. William Simkin, Ruth Simkin, N . Y. 
· TucKER CouNTY. . ......... . Imperial Hotel, Thomas W. Va. 

Sarah Bishop, Pa. Elliott Davis, Mass. ' 
LOGAN COUNTY. .212 Terminal Bldg., Logan, W. Va. 

Winnifred Vvay Wencke, Ind. David Penock, Pa. 
Howard Ambler, Pa. 

BOONE COUNTY . . ....... . Madison, W. ·Va. 
Sarah Smith, Pa. H oward Sayles, Mass. 

LIKCOLN CouNTY . .Hamlin, W. Va. 
(Work relief for adults as well as child relief.) 

Philip R . Bailey, Me. Mary Martha Gleason, Kan. 
Maude I. Evans, Va. Robert Lewis, Ind. 

John Biddle, Pa. (Temporary Worker) 
vVYoMINl couNTY ·--

KENTUCKY 

State Director, Arthur Gamble (Ohio), Box 216, Whitesburg 
LETCHER CouNTY. . .. .. .. . Box 216, Whitesburg, Ky. 

Aida Gamble, Ohio 
FLOYD CouNTY . . Box 143, Prestonburg, Ky. 

Charles Tatum, P a. Martha Potter, N. Y. 
Mary Kelsey, Pa. (Assisting in several counties ; especially inter­

ested in developing barter) 
BREATHITT C01!NTY . .. Box 306, Jackson, Ky. 

Margaret Paxson, Pa. 
PERRY COUNTY . . ... . .. . . . ... . .. Hotel Hurst, Hazard, Ky. 

Clyde Syze, Mass. Willard \i\T ebster , Pa. 
HARLAN COUNTY . . . ... Hotel Lewallen, Harlan, Ky. 

Paul Hund, P a. N elle Coggins, Tenn. 
BELL COUNTY . . . . Continental Hotel, Pineville, Ky. 

Edith Lindley, Ind. George Trimble, N . J. 
McLEAN CouNTY . Johnson House, Calhoun, Ky. 

William Byerly, Iowa 
WEBSTER COUNTY 

( Invited to enter) 
PIKE COUNTY . . Box 7, Pikeville, Ky. 

Esther F. Smith, Pa. Samuel Appleton, Pa. 

Don't forget to let us know at once if you want to receive 

the next issue of "Coal's Children." 


