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chapter of this. or perhaps of any, war seems nlore tragic 
than the lot of those millions of refugees who, z~prooted 

from the soil of their fathers, have been forced into an ab~lormal 
struggle for the barest essentials of life. KO chapter, perhaps, 
is brighter than the ready response of sympathy and aid on 
he part of their nlore fortunate friends of many lands. 



mine our obligation.' Coupled xvith this clear call to  service was 
the,  opportunity 'of joining hands and hearts and purses with 
English Friends who had acquired an unequalled esperience in 
such work. 

. . 

Ruins near Evres. 

nearest the battle 
line. 

Several possible fields of service have claimed and will con- 
tinue to claim the attention'of the Committee. As long, ho~vever, 
as requests for our service by the French Government continue 
beyond our ability to accept, the work of the American Friends' 
Unit in France will perhaps remain the chief obligation of Ameri- 
can Friends to the needs of this unusual time. 

THE CALL O F  FRANCE 
The first act of the Com~llittee was the sending to France of 

two com~nissioners: J. Henry Scattergood and Morris E .  Leeds, 
xirho were also appointed as members of the American Red Cross 
Commission to France. TVhile they were effecting the merger 
xvith the English Friends' Expedition and organizing the Friends' 
Bureau of the Red Cross. arrangements were made xvith the Red 
Cross officials at  TVashington for the training of a first Unit of 
100 men a t  Haverford College, Pennsylvania. On July 17th the 
Unit assembled. I t  was composed of carefully chosen men from 
20 States. and included carpenters, farmers, civil engineers, 
mechanics, architects, doctors and social ~vorkers. 

The spirit of the Espedition expressed itself in a meeting of 
~velcorne in Paris attended by representatives of English Friends 
and the Red Cross. T. Edlllund Harvey, 14-P., head of the Eng- 
lish Friends' Espedition, spoke as follo~vs: 

"The Red Cross' splendid motto, Inter Arma Caritas, 
stands for the constructive element, building up, conserving, 
re-creating, in the midst of war. TVe can in our work 
demonstrate some aspects of Hulnanitg and Erother- 
hood, lessen a little the terrible bitterness of war, and bring 
something of the spirit of comradesl~ip and love into lives 
bruised and battered by the wrong that has been done. 

Z 



need of humanity." 

sections for these houses are manufactured of 
by the French government at two factories 

The first house 
manufactured at Ornans 

and erected by other 
members of the Friends' 

Unit as one of the 200 
houses of the Red Cross 

tubercular settlement 

ed by Friends at D6le 
factories also rnanufa re in addition to their 



one-fourth the present number, the Friends' Expedition erected 
544 houses. TVork is now being carried on in as  many villages as 
our resources ill men and money \\rill allow. 

During six months of the past year about 40 of the 400 
Friends ~vorkers  -\\rere engaged in the So~nrne and Aisne, a t  the 
request of the Fre~lch  government, ~vhich deter~llines our field 
of operation. T h e  houses in this section, destroyed in the 
battle of i\Iarch, 1918, were the only ones lost by the Friends' 
Expedition since its beginning in 1914. I t  is gratifying that the 
'ivork in this section constituted a very small proportloll of the 
total Friends' \vork in France. It is more importa~lt,  honrever, 
to remember that the fundanlental values of the work: were not 
lost. The  people had to live some~vl~ere  and i t  mas a choice 
between ruins, or the terrible teneme~lts of the cities. One of the 
workers in this region writes : 

"TVe \vent to mend houses; but the reason we xranted to 
1ne11d houses was that i t  \vould give us a chance to t ry to  
mend hearts. Much of our work on the houses has been 
lost;  but I do not believe that any amo~rnt  of cannonading 
will break down .cvhatever influence we had on these people's 
hearts. 

"T47hen the end came and the material ~vorks  were lost, the 
best of all remained-that best \.irhich was the inner purpose 
of i t  all. Neighborliness, friendship, l\-.indness, sjfrnpathy- 
these are made of stuff ~ v l ~ i c h  no chemistry of \\Tar can 
crush." 
One of the most important recent developments has been the 

policy of erecting temporary villages' and hospitals outside the 
war-zone for refugees not yet able to  return to their homes, t h ~ l s  
relieving the crowded, unhealthy conditions in the cities. This 
nrorl:. for example, is now going on near D6le and Ornans for 
refugees of the recent offensives who settled in Eesan~on.  An 
interesting feature of this develop~nent is the fact that the large 



erican Red Cross wilJ maintain a t  Malabrg. 

Threshing in France is done in the winter and occupies the 
ention of the farm centers during that season. I n  the Marne 
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This truck load 
represents new 

comfort and hope 
for a score of refugee 



Relief.-The vast majority of the million and a .quarter of 
refugees cannot yet return to their homes and their normal 
employment. I n  several cities and villages Friends are helping 
to solve the unhealthy, demoralizing congestion. Employment 
(chiefly sewing and embroidery) is found for the excess of 

Chateau at 
Bettancourt loaned to 
Friends for a 
Children's Home. 

women labor, fur~lishing not only a much needed income but 
relieving the deadening monotony of refugee life. Attention is 
also paid to the serious problems of housing and sanitation and 
to educational worlc among children. 

The  largest work of this department is the distribution of 
clothing, furniture and bedding to families which lost all belong- 
ings in their hurried flight. These are usually sold at  about two- 
thirds of the cost, rather than given anray,-a plan more satis- 
factory to the thrifty, independent French peasant, and enabling 
a larger number to be helped. 

Hospitals and Homes.-Eight institutions are maintained by 
the Expedition,-two general hospitals a t  Sermaize, a maternity 
hospital a t  Chllons, co~lrralescent homes a t  Entremont and 
Samoens in the healthy mountain region near the Swiss border, 
children's homes a t  Bettancourt and St. Remy en Bouzemont, 
and a home for old ladies at  Charmont. 

Not only are medical and social needs enormously intensified 
by the unusual conditions, but these same conditions have 
deprived the civilian population of the usual measure of attention. 
The  present as well as  the future of heroic, long-suffering France 
is at  stake and we earnestly invite American doctors, surgeons 
and nurses to respond to the call. TVe in~rite others to inform 
nurses of the need, giving us the names and addresses of those 
who might be available. 

Emergency Evacuation Work.-A notable chapter in the 
record of the past year was the evacuation work in the Picartly 
and Champacne offensives of March and May. The  latter did 
not affect any of our centers, but a number of ~vorkers and motor- 



choked with refugees trundling wheelbarrows or bearing 
packs; railroad centers thronged wit11 thousands without 

or shelter; falllilies separated; and wild scenes of confusion 

The first 
Christmas in 

three years. 

Christmas entertainments in several places helped several 
ousa~ld people to see for a time the rosy tints of a better day. 
you ask ~ v h a t  business entertainments have in the stern busi- 
ss of reconstryction, remember that  upon the children of 

rance must rest a crushing load of a generation of reconstruc- 
At  Gruny, for esample, the Friends' Christmas gave to 

y children the first fruits of a .normal childhood ~vhich they 
enjoyed for three years. 

T 



The Verdun Project.-The beginnings are being made in the 
  no st important task conllnitted to the care of the Friends' Expe- 
dition. W e  have been asked to assume entire charge of the re- 
construction work in a district southnrest of Verdun comprising 
forty villages. Much of the work may have to await the end of 
the war. but in acceptance of the challenge of this unusual 
opport~ulity thorough investigations and plans are already 
being made. The  project ~vill  be, not merely a piece of relief 
~vork,  but the reconstruction of the social fabric of a large 
section. There mill be possible the concentration of all the 
Departments of Building, -igriculture, Relief, and Medical in a 
n-ell-organized, co-operative enterprise ~ v i t h  tbe peasants, the 
spirit of nrhich may continue on as an esample to other sections. 

Organization in France.-The desire of the American Red 
Cross for Inore members of the Friends' Unit than can .be nor- 
~nally assi~nilated into the joint xv01-1< of Englisl~ and Arne-' ,I lcan 
FI-iends at  its present capacity. has led to the formation of two 
Units. Unit KO. 1 is colnposed of those ~vorking directly \\rith 
English Friends. Unit KO. 2 is composed of all others. Mern- 
hers of both Units are a part of the American Friends' Recon- 
struction Unit of the Red Cross, \.irear the Friends' uniform, and 
are engaged in work of the same standard and importance. 

Charles Evans has 11ee11 the representative of this Co~nlnittee 
in France and Chief of the Red Cross Bureau of the Friends' 
Unit since October, 1917. H e  now has the able assistance of 
T4'illiam C. Biddle, Charles J. Rhoads and Joseph 15. Haines, in 
the direction of the affairs of tile Unit. 

K ~ ~ m b e r  of ~vorkers  in France in June, 1918: 

Men TTiomen ' 

Xmerican.. 206. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  21 Total X~nericans . . . . .  : 227 
English..  . 108.. . . . . . . . . . . . .  77 Total English . . . . . . . . .  185 

- - - 
Total IIen, 314. Total Women, 98 Total Friends' A4ission. 412 

Ureent I-eauests have come for at  least three hundred inore " 
for increasing o~portunities. A typical statement is Charles 
Evans' cable of May 15, 1918: 

C r O p p ~ r f l l ~ l i t y  for bi-oaderlirlg agricl~lfl[ral, bltildirlg, arid 
relief .iclork ill old ccrlfcrs of fhe ilfarrle rcqllirc rnorc workers. 
Biriidirlgs arld I-clief for reflrgces 9-cqlril-ed rlcnr Dole arld 
Orilans. Red Cross reqllesfs 11s fo care for s ix  thollsarld 
rcfilgces irl Sar fhe .  ilfor-c rrlorlejr nild slrpplies will be izeeded 
for irlcrcascd ileeds. Do  rlof let silbscripfioils or aol~rrlfecrs 
fall o f  fllrollglz ~ ~ r l d c r e s f i ~ ~ l a f e  of req~~irer~ler~fs. ' '  



spondent, Lewis S. Gannett: 
"The problem of reconstruction is not one of nlonths or 

years or even decades, i t  is one of generations! \+That 
the Friends and others can do, here and there, is infinitely 
little, in comparison to the enormity of the problem; 
it is in establishing the physical basis for spirit~zal 
reconstruction that it counts for most. WT11en you give 
a fanlily even a tiny, two-room shelter to  live in, where 
there was nothing but a heap of dust and a few jagged bits 
of stone and plaster, you have given tllenl sometl1il1g to call 
home; and if you add the cheery presence of half a doze11 
Anlerican boys, whistling a t  their ~ v o r k  in the nest lot, a 
few of them able to talk enough Frenc1-t to really becolne 
friends to that family,-you add lnore than anyone ~'irho 
hasn't seen those towns, can realize. 
"A lonely old woman had just moved into one of the 

houses a t  Villers-St. Christophe. She had not yet fixed up 
her cabin, but she was sitting in the doorway nlulling over 
a bowl of soup. \+Then \.ire greeted her, she broIce into tears, 
and could hardly tell her s tory,  but between the sobs, she 
told us a little-that the Americans had built her llouse and 
fixed up l ~ e r  garden and put up her stove. They  had l>rought 
a new hope into her life; that ,is what the English Friends 
have been doing for three years, and what our boys are 
beginning to  do." 

President TVilson in a letter to  the Colnrnittee said: 
"I an1 sure that  you will permit me to  express my deep 

appreciation of the reconstruction worlc proposed, and 111y 
l~appiness that it is being carried out in associati011 wit11 the 
Red Cro?s, which is already doing a great work in France to 
express the heart of America." 

As the heart of America spealcs to the heart of France, 
rough this work. of relief, the bonds of friendship between 11s 

1 be drawn still closer, and the foundations will be broadened 
that structure of International good-will, wit11 the thought of 

icll President TViIson has thrilled the world. 

T H E  BITTER CRY O F  RUSSIA 
Twelve million refugees fro111 a devastated area as large as 

the whole of France and"Ee1giurg are scattered for thousands of 
miles over European Russia and in Turkestan and Siberia. ,. 



Robert Tatlock, leader of the Friends' Expedition in Russia, has 
compressed this vast problem into the following graphic state- 
ment : 

"The large number of refugees, the poverty of the lands on 
which they find tl~emselves, the severity of the climate, the 
widespread laclc of clothing, the local sl~ortage of food, the 
prevalence of disease, the high refugee death rate, the insuf- 
ficient nature of such few relief bodles as exist. and the long- 
standing nature of the troul~le, all help to make the Russian 
problem, if not the most striking or the most vivid, still the 
largest and in many ways, the most dreadful civil phenom- 
enon of this, or it may be, of any war." 
The expedition of English and American Friends is engaged 

in an important work in the Euzuluk District of the Samara 
Government, just north of the Caspian Sea. The  Russian work 
differs from that  in France in that no reconstruction in the 

A refugee family in 

standing before 
their one-room 

devastated areas is yet possible. -At last report our's was the 
only relief expedition in the whole of Russia, all of the. seven 
other organizations (excepting the American Red Cross \irhicl~ 
still has an investigating commission there) having withdra~vn 
because of the difficulties. The  number of workers has averaged 
about 30, six of ~vllom have been Americans. A t  this writing ttvo 
additional American nurses are enroute to join the mission and 
we expect to send other workers. 

The district of Euzuluk has an area the size of Belgium, and 
out of its present population of 100,000, more than 20,000 are 
refugees, 1,500 miles from their devastated homes. They had 
been passed on from district to district, finding no welcome and 
often hostility from the native population 1~110 had less than 
enough food and shelter and clothing for themselves. Many 
had been forced, througll the carelessness of officials, across tbe 
Caspian Sea and far into the deserts of Oriental Turkestan, 
\\illere the death rate arose to 55 per cent. before their return 
journey into Samara. Friends have five centers. 20 to 50 miles 
apart, and have helped people in about 15 villages. 



the direction of our workers. 

Work for Children.-Scores of refugee children \\rho have 
settled in this district have lost their parents .and relatives 
through disease during the long journeys ; they do not lrnow the 

One of the work rooms 
maintained by the Friends' 

Unit in Russia. The  
work furnishes a means of 
livelihood for the women 

*. and furnishes the 
clothing so  desperately 
needed by the people. 

11 



The demoralization of banking and transportation has made the 
problem a tremendous one and Friends have been co-operating 
~irith local governing bodies, both Zemstvos (old) and Soviets 
(new). In  addition to loans 'arranged from Russian banks, 
Friends in England raised a special famine fund of $90,000 and 
we have sent $25,000. 

Looking Toward the Future.-In a country of such 
lcaladeiscopic changes it is impossible to plan long in advance for 
cilanges of work to meet changing conditions. I t  is still the 
dream of many Friends to sometime engage in reconstruction 
nrorlc in the devastated western provitlces similar to the work 
being done in France. 

A variation from 
the wooden 

erected. These -- 
concrete block 4 houses were 
built by the a Friends9 Unit. 

! 
! 

The largest work in the immediate future, holvever, seems 

i to be that of establishing in new homes upon the land in Samara 
or Siberia the many refugees who have given up hope of ever 

I 
I returning to their for~ner homes. Leaving the abnormal, con- 
i gested refugee existence, the peasants can begin to construct the 
i fabric or' a normal family, soclal and economic life. 

SERVICE "OVER H E R E  I 
More important than the number of workers in the field is 

, the number of persons at home ~irhom these \vorlcers represent. 
Every house built in France and every life saved in Russia is a 
~ e r y  real expression of the service of the thousands of persons 

1 
f furnishing the support of the work. 
i Yearly Meeting and Local Organization.-Nearly every 
I Yearly Meeting of Friends in America has a Service Committee 

which represents ~v i t l~ in  its respective field all of tlle interests 
nrhich the American Friends' Service Conlmittee has in charge. 

Tqie strongly encourage every local Meeting not organized 
I for the regular support of the urorlc to form a local Service Com- 

mittee, make an every-member canvass for monthly pledges, and 
form a Sewing Club. Pledge cards, Friends' Service pins and 
windo~v har~gers. and sewing instructions can be had from the 
Philadelphia office of the Committee. 



1 

MENNONITE CO-OPERATION 
AII ilnportant recent development has been an arrallgelnent 
reby several of the branches of the Mennonite Church are 

are respondi~~g to the need of the time for sacrificial 

I 
The  task facing 

the farmer in 
No Man's Land. 

eir first four months of co-operation they have sent us, througll 
eir offices at Elkhart, Indiana, and Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 
6,000, and are also sending regular shipments of clothing. 



AMERICAN RED CROSS CONNECTION 

Mention has already been made of the fact that our Unit in 
France is an organic part of the Anlerican Red Cross. Mre \visll 
to  here express our gratitude to  tile officials of that organization 
for their ready and extensive assistance. In  addition to benefits 
that cannot be estimated, Itre acknowledge receipt of $213,971.20 
from the Red Cross Commission in France, for special extensions 
of the work. The  regular maintenance of the worlc must be 
borne by us, but we have received in the past, and hope to receive 
in the futtlre, Red Cross assistance in special opportunities that 
we could not o t l~er~vise  develop. These Red Cross gifts are 
dependent upon our maintaining an increasingly efficient Unit 
that is ~vor thy  of their special support. 

The  Red Cross has evinced a deep interest in our Russian 
Expedition and the outlook is bright for a very substantial . 
increase of the co-operation ~vhicll they have already accorded in 
giving our workers letters of appointment as Red Cross 
representatives. 

I t  Other forms of Red Cross assistance have been agricultural 

11 machinery, motor trucks, ambulances, and planing mill machin- 

11 
ery for Ornans; the free use of their cable service; offices in 
Paris; and the previously mentioned shipping service. 

11 
/ FINANCES 

Xs we l-iew the future in the light of the financial report 
for our first fiscal pear we should remember Charles Evans' 
recent cable, n~entioned above: "il4ol-e 111011~31 and sllpplies will  
be i~eeded  fol- iilcl-cased needs. D o  liot let sllbscl-iptions or vol l i~l-  
t e e n  fall off flz~-olfgh ~l~rderesf i i l late  of ~eq~ l i r e i j t e l l f ~ . "  

The continually increasing opportunities and the steadily 
growing number of workers \\rill malie necessary a larger budget 
for the conling year. T o  supply this larger budget, donors are 
urged to renew their s~~bscript ions as they espire, for larger 
amounts. 

During the nine montl~s of the work abroad, from Septem- 
ber. 1917, to June, 1918. our receipts exceeded our expenditures 
by only $16,000. W e  xrere able to work and lay future plans 
upon this small margin only because of the balance built up 
before many expenses strere incurred. In a work subject to so 
many contingencies. involving our responsibility for several 
hundred ~vorkers abroad, we cannot safely allow our present 
balance to be diminislled. As these workers continue to give 
themse11-es nritl~out salary, shall not those who continue in their 
usual \valks of life increase the sacrifice of their financial support 
as the needs and opportunities increase? 



EXPENDITURES 

can Friends' Reconstruction Unit 
ended in U. S. A. : 

. . . . . . . . . . .  raining Camp $5,993.77 
. . . .  quipment of workers 16,129.01 

raveling expenses in U. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  S. A. 4,718.35 

raveling e x p e 11 s e s t o 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  France 3 1,285.40 

ovisions for use in France 8,407.98 - 
.......... ospital supplies 956.23 

................ Sundries - 1,798.03 
$69,588.77 

of work of Friends' 
-American Mission. 126,269.19 

$195,858.26 

spended in U. S. A. : . 
. . . .  Equipment of workers $1,120.75 

Travelin3 e x p e 11 s e s t o 
. . . . . . .  Russia . . . . . . . . .  : 3,766.N 

$4,887.59 
Expended in Russia : 

For support of work.. . . . .  6,020.00 
Special famine donation.. .. 25,000.00 

35>907.59 
lish Friends, for allocatior~ to various 
Tar Relief activities by Allocation Com- 

mittee of London Yearly Meeting. . . . . .  60,500.00 
lankets, condensed milk, etc., for French 
Relief . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7,261.1 3 
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Clothing Service : 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Patterns $841.50 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Shipping and hauling 808.77 . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IVages 232.50 

Sundries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  94.05 
Special charities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20.00 

1,990.82 
Adlninistration Espenses : 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Secretaries $3,404.50 
............. Stenographers, clerks, etc. 3,255.54 

. . . . . . . .  Telephone, telegraph and cable. 1,377.36 
. . . . . .  Postage, printing and stationery. 5,951.83 

Furniture, office equipment and sundries 2,251.45 
Traveling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,121.27 

18,361.95 
Cleveland H. Dodge, Treasurer Arlnenian 

and Syrian Relief . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3,239.53 
Reserve Fund (invested) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  50,000.00 
Reserve Fund (for Letters of Credit). . . .  1 1,200.00 

Total Expenditures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $384,328.28 
.. Cash Balance in Logan Trust Company. 126,263.97 

Securities in Treasurer's safe . . . . . . . . . . . .  949.96 

Notes: I t  may be of interest to donors that administration expenses 
have amounted to only 3% per cent. of receipts and 4 4/5 per cent. of total 
expenditures. 

Not only do the workers serve without salary, but they have kept their 
maintenance expenses to the remarkably low figure of 5 francs (less than 
$1.00) a day. 

XMERIC-AN FRIENDS' SERVICE COMMITTEE, 
20 Soutll T~velfth Street, Pl~iladelpl~ia. 

RUFUS i\I. JONES, 
Cl~airrrmrr. - 

ALFRED G. SCATTERGOOD, 
l/icc-Cl~airrr~ar~. 

CHARLES F. JENICIXS, 
Trcasllrcr. . 

ARTHUR C. JACICSON, 
Pllrchasirlg Agerlt. 

Send all packages to store-room, 
15th and Cherry Sts., Philadelphia. 

VINCENT D. NICHOLSON, 
E.rccufive Secretary. 

S=\;\IUEL J. BUNTING, JR., 
REBECCA CARTER, 
I;. XLGERNON EVANS, 

Assisfarif Sccrctaries. 

PAUL J. FURNAS, 
Field S c c r e f n q .  

ikl-ARY H. TVHITSON, 
i7Iariagcr of Store-roolr~. 

(For additional copies, order Bulletin No. 16, and state quantity desired.) 




