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 $1 TRILLION SPENT ON TWO WARS AS OF MAY 30

Quaker group urges calls to Congress, other action across the country
City, State (Date _ ) – On May 30, the total spending for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan will reach a staggering $1 trillion, according to the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC), a Quaker organization dedicated to peace and non-violence, and the National Priorities Project (NPP) according to the NPP’s cost of war counter.

Sometime next week, Congress also will be deciding whether to approve an additional $34 billion in emergency funding for the nearly nine-year-old  Afghanistan war. AFSC urges all Americans to tell Congress to stop funding war in Afghanistan, as part of a national effort.  AFSC also asks Americans to gather in their communities to mark this sad milestone of $1 trillion. 

“What is $1 trillion worth?” said Mary Zerkel, an organizer with the American Friends Service Committee. “Instead of $1 trillion for war, we could have spent that money to roll out a WPA style program and hired the 15.3 million people out of work for $50,000 apiece. Even then, we’d still have $235 billion left over.” (http://bit.ly/8Z1N0b)
AFSC and the NPP also are sponsoring a video contest to help young people think about the economic cost of these wars. The “If I Had A Trillion” (IHTD) Youth Video Contest is open to youth ages 13-23.  We are accepting videos of one to three minutes detailing what youth would do for themselves, their families and their communities with $1 trillion. To view the videos, visit http://www.youtube.com/ihtdvideos
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The American Friends Service Committee is a Quaker organization that includes people of various faiths who are committed to social justice, peace and humanitarian service. Its work is based on the belief in the worth of every person and faith in the power of love to overcome violence and injustice.
