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1  Keith Harvey and Mimi Budnick staff the 

Cost of War Table at Atlantic Mills Flea 
Market  

US Social Forum Day of Action 

in Providence January 26 th  

    The US Social Forum in Atlanta in June 2007 
brought together people from all over the country 
to address the challenges facing our country and 
how we fit into the world .  The January 26th Day of 
Action was designed to be a national day when 
people  in the US would show solidarity with people 
the world over calling for peace, justice and self-
determination.  
    The group that took the bus to Atlanta from 
Providence, plus a few others, held  movie 
screenings, puppet making and street theater 
workshops leading up to Saturday Jan.26th.  On the 
Day of Action we descended on the Atlantic Mills 
Flea Market in the Olneyville part of Providence .   
In the middle of the cavernous spread of booths 
selling trinkets, spinning multi -color light globes, 
and clothing we set up a display on the Cost of War.  
Passersby were invited to think about what they 
thought  federal budget priorities should be and the 
needs of their communities.  They drew or wrote 
their answers, which were photographed and put 
on a website.  Others wandered among the crowds 
with skits on the cost of war, who is benefiting from 
the war and who is losing out.  They were 
accompanied by a videographer who again engaged 
people about our countryôs priorities and how it 
functions in the world.   
    The planning group felt it a really productive day 
and is beginning to plan for additional events.  

Observing the 5
th

 Anniversary of 

the Occupation of Iraq  

    March 19th marks the fifth anniversary of the 
start of the war in Iraq.  Around that time we will 
also mark the loss of the 4000 th US soldier.  
Estimates of Iraqi dead range from 89,000 to over 1 
million.  Thousands more are injured.   4.5 million 
Iraqis have been displaced.  And for each person 
whose life has ended or been uprooted, dozens of 
other lives are touched.   
    Our continuing efforts to end the madness at 
times seem futile ï what we donôt know is how 
much worse it could be if we had been silent.  We 
do know that there is truth in the bumper sticker, 
ñSilence is the voice of complicity.ò   
    And so we continue to raise our voices, to refuse 
to cooperate in various ways with the war machine, 
to insist on funding for  those most hurt by the war, 
and to try desperately to prevent another war in the 
region.   
     The Winter Soldier Campaign of the Iraq 
Veterans Against The  War  will takeplace  
March 13 -16.  The IVAW will hold a series of 
hearings at the National Labor College in Silver 
Spring, MD.  They will bring together soldiers who 
will speak of their experiences of the war.  They 
hope that their testimony can be a time when the 
American people listen deeply to the experiences of 
the men and women who have known the war in a 
way few of us can comprehend.  

 
     The IVAW plans to make this testimony 
available in a variety of ways so that it can be 
broadcast in public places throughout the country.  
The Rhode Island Spring Mobilizing Committee is 
planning  to show live video of the testimony at 
several locations in Providence  March 15th.                      
War Anniversary continued   on page 2  


